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It is with a particular pleasure
that we introduce the new
Foreign Trade Report 2009,
prepared by ACIT staff and its
associate experts. This is the
eighth edition in the series of
such annual publishing,
starting from 2002. After the
report of last year, this is the

second time we produce it, in our new status as an
independent NGO, and this makes us especially
proud. This confirms our commitment in
maintaining and also further developing in the
future, this highly praised tradition of producing
such a solid, informative and useful document.

We hope that the Report’s content will be of
substantial help, especially for the private
businesses and policy-makers, in this troublesome
situation imposed by the global economic recession.
Although we all thought that Albania seemed to be
better positioned against such global pressures, the
trade figures for 2009 showed that Albanian
economy was affected too. The first signs of the
crisis were visible in the end of 2008 and we had
already highlighted them in our last year report. The
decline in export growth rate continued in 2009
representing one of the most significant indicators
for the economic performance slowdown.

We all know that the accurate trade information in
such circumstances becomes a necessity for
businesses and decision makers at each level. The
report, could also be very useful to the government
bodies and various agencies dealing with economic
and trade policies or responsible for their
implementation. We wish that it could also be
referred as a valuable source by academic actors,

many researchers, media, civil society organizations,
etc.

Certainly, the preparation of this Report could not
be made possible without the generous support
from the US Agency for International Development
(USAID), and I’m sure that not only ACIT but also
all the users, feel indebted to this financial and
technical contribution.

The assistance and partnership of the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Energy, has also been critical
for the success of this publication. Apart from
providing to this project with the primary Trade Data,
we were also very encouraged by their overall
technical and moral support.

A special thank goes to all my colleagues at ACIT,
who during an entire month worked hard in
assessing the data, not only analyzing them but also
trying to observe behind the figures and explore
some trends and characteristics, in order to articulate
well grounded findings and conclusions.

Finally, we would like to thank Mr. Selim Belortaja,
the former Executive Director of ACIT, for all his
precious help. His technical and moral support was
an important value added for all our work.

As further improvement of this product remains
our constant concern, your remarks and
suggestions will be highly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Gentian ELEZIGentian ELEZIGentian ELEZIGentian ELEZIGentian ELEZI

ACIT’s Executive Director

Foreword
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1.1 The global financial and
economic crisis, recovery, and
trade-related developments

The World Economic Situation and Prospects 2010,
underlines that ‘after a sharp, broad and
synchronized global downturn in late 2008 and early
2009, an increasing number of countries have
registered positive quarterly growth of gross
domestic product (GDP), along with a notable
recovery in international trade and global industrial
production’, although, as the report underlines, the
recovery is uneven and conditions for sustained
growth remain fragile. Fragility is related with the
credit conditions, the fiscal stimulus used to
support domestic demand, the high and even
increasing unemployment and underemployment
rates, etc.

However, as ‘World Economic Outlook Update’
underlines, the global recovery is off, starting from
the second half of 2009 and seems stronger than
anticipated. The world output is expected to raise
by 4 percent in 2010, which is an upward revision of
¾ percentage points from the October 2009 World

Albania’s Macro-Trade Developments in 2009I

Economic Outlook (WEO). The recovery, however,
is expected to proceed at different speeds in the
various regions. In most advanced economies
recovery is expected to remain sluggish (a 2 percent
increase of real output in 2010, as shown in table
1.1), whereas in many emerging and developing
economies it is expected to be relatively vigorous
(about 6 percent increase in 2010), largely driven by
buoyant internal demand.

The output (real GDP) decline in 2009, according
to the ‘World Economic Outlook Update’, is 0.8
percent for the world as a whole, and 3.2 percent for
advanced economies as shown in table 1.1. Among
the advanced economies, Japan recorded the
highest decline of 5.3 percent, followed by Germany
and United Kingdom with a decline of 4.8 percent.
The decline for the European Union was 4.0 percent,
while for the United States -2.5 percent.

Emerging and developing economies, as indicated
in table 1.1 and graph 1.1, registered an increase in
output, although at a slower rate of 2.1 percent, as
compared to 6.1 percent in 2008. Within this group
of countries, China (8.7 percent) and India (5.6
percent) are in a leading position. Middle East
countries experienced positive growth rates (2.2

1 United Nations Report “The World Economic Situation and Prospects 2010, published in March 2010.
2 International Monetary Fund: World economic Outlook Update – and update key WEO projections, published in January
26, 2010.
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percent), as well. On the other hand, a number of
countries belonging to the emerging and developing
economies experienced a sharp decline in output,
including Commonwealth of Independent States (-
7.5 percent; while Russia -9.0 percent), Central and
Eastern Europe (-4.3 percent), etc. Graph 1.1 shows
that emerging and developing economies have
systematically, higher growth rates than the
advanced economies. Output decline in advanced
economies is mirrored as output slowdown for
emerging and developing economies as a group.

Graph 1.2, which illustrates year-on-year quarterly
growth rates, shows that Central and Eastern Europe,
a subgroup of emerging and developing economies,
experienced a relatively sharp decline in output
starting from 4th quarter of 2008 and recovery is
expected only in the 2nd quarter of 2010, with a delay
of one quarter as compared to advanced economies.

If we further break down the emerging and
developing countries’ group into “economies in

Graph 1.1: World real GDP growth, in %
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Graph 1.2: World real GDP year-on-year quarterly growth, in %
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transition”, “developing countries excluding the
least developed ones”, and “the least developed
economies”, we observe that the last subgroup has
the highest growth rates for 2008, 2009 and 2010,
followed by other developing countries, as shown
in graph 1.3. Both subgroups have experienced
slower but positive growth in 2009. The low scale
of economic and financial integration explains, at a
certain extent, the lower effects of the global
financial and economic crisis onto these countries
at end 2008 and in 2009. The compound decline in
transition economies is fairly explained by the
influence of oil exporting countries, part of the
Commonwealth Independent States, being highly
impacted by the sharp decline of oil prices.

The decline in output is accompanied by a quite
deeper decline in international trade, as shown in
table 1.2. According to the IMF, the decline of world
trade volume (goods and services, in real terms,
excluding the price and exchange rates effects) was
11 percent in 2009.
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Graph 1.3: Economic growth by category, in %

Source: UN: World Economic Situation and Prospects 2010, p. 5

3 IMF: Worl Economic Outlook, October 2009, and World Economic Outlook Update, January 2010.
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Exports growth rates vary from -6.4 percent for
emerging and developing countries, to -13 percent
for advanced economies; for imports the range is
somehow narrower: from -8.8 percent to -12.1
percent.

Graph 1.4 reveals that international trade growth
rates (in volume terms) are much higher than real
GDP growth. Also, the decline in 2008-2009 is quite
deeper. In general, the oscillations of international
trade are more frequent and steeper. Graph 1.5
shows that such discrepancies are much higher
when comparing industrial production growth rates
and merchandize exports. The merchandise global
trade fell by 12.2 percent in volume terms – the
largest decline since World War II. Such a drop was
larger than most economists had predicted,
exceeding also the WTO forecast of a 10 percent
decline.

All countries and regions registered decline in the
volume of merchandise exports in 2009, as shown

Graph 1.4: Growth rates of world real GDP and trade volume, in%
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in table 1.3. Japan (-24.9%), European Union (EU
27: -14.8%), and United States recorded declines
larger than the world average (-12.2%). The smallest
declines were registered by the oil exporting regions
of Middle East (-4.9%), Africa (-5.6%), and South/
Central America (-5.7%). The decline in exports of
Asia (-11.5%) and China (-10.5%) was slightly lower
than the world average, as shown in table 1.3.

China is now leading the world as a merchandise
exporter (surpassing Germany), accounting for
almost 10 percent of world exports. In terms of
imports, China (with 8% of the world merchandise
imports) is second, after the United States (13%).

In dollar terms, the decline of trade was quite larger
than in volume terms. For the world as a whole, the
dollar value of exports decreased by 23 percent, as
compared to 12.2 percent in volume terms. For some
regions the discrepancy is significantly larger. So,
the dollar value of exports from the Middle East,
Africa and Commonwealth of Independent States
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Table 1.3: GDP and merchandise trade by region, 2007-
2009 (annual % change at constant prices (2000))

fell by 33 percent, 32 percent, and 36 percent,
respectively. This was due to the sharp drop of oil
prices between 2008 and 2009 (see graph 1.6).
Despite the lower than 2009 world average decline
in export volume of oil producing regions, their
decline in value terms was considerably larger.

The value of world merchandise exports fell by 23
percent, to $12.15 trillion, in 2009. For the first time
since 1983 the trade in commercial services also
declined, by 13 percent, to $3.32 trillion. Among
commercial services categories, transport services
registered the largest drop (-21%), followed by travel
and other commercial services (-11, and -1%,
respectively). Regarding 2010 developments, trade
and output are currently in a recovery phase.

The sharp decline in global trade in 2009 could be
explained by a number of factors. The primary cause
is the sharp contraction of global demand. Such a
contraction was magnified by the product
composition of the fall in demand, the high scale of
globalization of economy and trade (the presence
and the expansion of the global supply chain), and
the synchronization among countries of the decline
in trade. Limited availability of trade finance also
played a role. Good news in 2009 was the absence
of any major increase in trade barriers imposed by
WTO members in reaction to the crisis. This
constitutes an important distinction between the
current situation and the great depression of 1929-
1932. Protectionist pressures have been mitigated
because of trade integration, stronger international
rules, flexible exchange rates in most countries, etc.
Trade integration consists in intensified economic
interdependence of countries through supply
chains, imported inputs, and services. Trade of parts

 

Graph 1.6: World - Real commodity prices growth (in %)
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and components (an indicator of supply chains)
has more than doubled as a proportion of total trade
since 1970, while the openness index (trade volume
to GDP) is on average 96 percent, as compared to
55 percent in 1970. Under such circumstances, not
only exporters but also producers are more reliant
on imported inputs. Furthermore, the widespread
floating exchange rates around the world may have
pre-empted a wave of competitive devaluations as
it happened in the 1930s. In addition, successive
GATT/WTO arrangements have provided much
greater legal stability of trading relations. Factoring
in lessons from the experience of the 1930s–that
raising trade barriers merely compounds
recessionary forces and make the contraction a
prolonged one–, the G-20 leaders signed a pledge
on November 15, 2008 in Washington to avoid
protectionist measures, and reinforced it on April
02, 2009. Such a pledge was supported by members
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of WTO in the Ministerial Conference of WTO in
December 2009.

Getting back to the underlined factors of the sharp
decline in world trade, the contraction of global
demand is a direct consequence of the global
financial and shortly thereafter economic crisis,
triggered by the sub-prime mortgage crisis in the
United States in the third quarter of 2008 and quickly
spread to the real economy with global
repercussions. Sharp decline in wealth during the
recession pressed households and firms to reduce
their spending on all types of goods, particularly
consumer durables (l ike automobiles) and
investment goods (such as industrial machinery).
Demand for such goods is more sensitive to
heightened economic uncertainty and to
deteriorated credit conditions than demand for other
types of goods. Such a decline was transmitted to
the markets that supply inputs for production,
particularly iron and steel. Declining demand for iron

 

Table 1.4: Quoterly growth in world trade in manufactures by product, 2008Q1-2009-Q3 

  2008Q1 2008Q2 2008Q3 2008Q4 2009Q1 2009Q2 2009Q3 

Manufactures 15.7 18.6 13.2 -10.4 -27.6 -29.8 -21.5 

Iron and steel 14.6 27.0 42.7 5.4 -37.3 -54.7 -55.0 

Chemicals 19.3 24.5 21.7 -5.9 -23.5 -24.4 -16.6 

Office and telecom equipment 10.0 13.2 7.2 -13.9 -28.4 -22.2 -15.3 

Automotive products 15.3 15.8 3.4 -26.0 -46.9 -45.6 -28.6 

Industrial machinery 21.9 22.7 15.7 -7.3 -28.8 -36.0 -31.9 

Textiles 10.3 8.9 3.4 -12.8 -26.9 -26.8 -17.3 

Clothing 10.3 11.4 7.9 -2.5 -10.4 -15.5 -12.1 

Source: WTO Secretariat estimates based on mirror data 

and steel was also linked with the drop in the
construction sector in countries where real estate
markets had been booming before the crisis. On
the other hand, consumer durables and investment
goods make up a relatively small fraction of global
output, but a relatively large part of world trade, so
the impact of a decline in demand for these products
was expected to be greater on trade than on GDP.
Table 1.4 shows the quite faster decline of world
trade in these goods compared with other types of
manufactured goods.

To a considerable extent the decline in global trade
during 2008 was inflated by the spread of global
supply chain, implying that goods may cross
national borders several times during the production
processes before arriving at the final destination.
So every time those goods cross national
boundaries, their value is recorded by trade statistics.
The multiple records imply an increased value of
trade between the involved countries. Therefore, the

Graph 1.7: Exports of goods and commercial
services to GDP growth rates, 1981-2009
(index 2000=100)

Source: IMF and WTO Secretariat

Graph 1.8: Growth in world merchandise exports by region
(annual change in dollar value)

a. Including significant re-exports, or re-imports for re-exports
b. Includes Africa and Middle-East
Source: IMF, International Finance Statistics; Eurostat, Comext database;
National statistics, Global Trade Atlas.
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4 The exact figure is 63.1 percent, from 59.9 percent in 2008 and 66.4 percent in 2007 (METE, and ACIT’s calculations)
5 See ‘World Economic Situation and Prospects 2010’, United Nations Reprort, page 118.
6 See “Albania – 2010 Article IV Consultations, Preliminary Conclusions of the Mission, March 10, 2010 – www.imf.org.
7 See ‘Bank of Albania: Deklarata e politikës Monetare për 6-mujorin II 2009, 02.02.2010 (www.bankofalbania.org , and
INSTAT publication ‘Quarterly Gross Domestic Product –Third Quarter’, December 2009. For the same period of 2008, the
growth estimate was 7.8 percent.

decline will also be multiplied. The graph 1.7 exhibits
such an effect through the dynamics of the ratio of
world exports to GDP during the period 1981-2009.

This ratio has been steadily increasing since 1985,
with a jump in 2000-2008 then a drop in 2009 as
world exports fell faster than world GDP. However,
income and employment in a country are directly
related with the net trade flows - a measure of trade
transactions based on value-added at each stage of
production process. Thus, it is important to also
measure trade based on value added at the stages
of production process. It is particularly important
for countries like Albania, where the inward
processing sector counts more than 63 percent4 of
total exports.

The spread of international supply chains and also
the information technology allow producers in one
part of the world to respond almost instantly to
changes in market conditions in another part of the
world. It helps boosting efficiency in the global use
of resources, thus in global and national welfare,
but in case of a trade collapse it may contribute in
spreading the recession faster. That is why the
decline in trade, as shown in graph 1.8, affected all
the regions and was synchronized among countries.
The fall in international trade would have been
smaller in the absence of that effect, because
contraction in some regions would have been
compensated by expansion in others.

1.2 Albania’s macro-trade
developments enface of global
crisis and recovery

The year 2009 posed strong challenges to the
Albania economy. The global financial and real
economy crisis affected the county’s economy
through many channels. However, when
considering the subgroup of South-East European
countries, Albania was an exception. While the
combined real GDP for this sub-region declined by
3.7 percent5 on the back of strong contraction in
external demand, shrinking capital inflows and
declining remittances, in Albania GDP growth
remained positive. Why Albania is making such a

difference? The abovementioned UN report
underlines that “The Albanian Economy is relatively
closed, showing an especially low degree of
openness. The other economies in South-eastern
Europe are more open and their growth is export
oriented” 17. In the IMF Mission’s ‘Preliminary
Conclusions’ of March 10, 20106, such a factor is
reinforced by stressing that ‘the impact of the crisis
is mitigated through the limited importance of the
export channel in Albania, and its smaller reliance
on market financing’. But IMF ranks as important
factors also ‘fiscal and monetary stimuli’ and ‘a
prudent supervision and regulation of the banking
system’ in the country.

According to the IMF, Albanian GDP growth is
estimated to be around 3 percent in 2009. This
estimate considers a GDP contraction in the fourth
quarter of 2009, after a slowdown of growth in the
preceding quarters of the year: 5.4 percent, 5.3 per
cent, and 4.1 percent, respectively, or 4.9 percent
for the first 9-months of the year, in annual terms7.
The “Monetary Policy Statement for the Second Half
of 2009” of the Bank of Albania, underlines that
‘such a slowdown is conditioned by the reduction
of external demand and the slowdown of the
domestic one; liquidity contraction; limitation of
financing, and increased uncertainty’. Particularly,
contraction is noticed in private investments,
consumption and real estate crediting, and in
emigrants’ remittances.

However, the slowdown during the first three
quarters of 2009 and an estimated contraction of
GDP in the fourth quarter of 2009, testify that the
Albanian economy has been seriously affected by
the global crisis. Internal and external imbalances
reflect such an impact. The fiscal deficit has climbed
to some 7% of GDP, from around 3 percent in 2007;
public debt is close to 60 percent of GDP; and the
current account deficit reached 15 percent of GDP
in 2009. As underlined in the IMF ‘preliminary
conclusions’ of March 2010, ‘these trends risk
crowding out private investments and undermining
debt sustainability’, and impede a sustainable
resumption of credit growth18.

According to the IMF18, ‘low growth is projected to
resume in the first quarter of 2010 and then gradually
gain strength, with annual GDP growth in the range
of 2 - 21/2 percent in 2010’. Also, confidence in the
financial sector has been restored and both
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remittances and exports began to recover. Despite
the administrative price increases, inflation is
projected at 3.4 percent in 2010 and 3 percent in the
medium term. The current account deficit is also
expected to narrow from 15 percent to 13 percent
this year, mainly driven by an expected automatic
adjustment (decline) of private consumption, and
the recent deprecation of real exchange rates.

However, ‘the preliminary conclusions’ of IMF18

underline that the external environment remains
risky, and the internal and external macroeconomic
imbalances pose significant vulnerabilities.
Particularly, the fiscal stimulus-which is supposed
to have played a positive role in alleviating the global
crisis’ effects ‘has now become a risk’. The IMF
suggests reducing the budget deficit to 3 percent
of GDP in 2010, and cutting public debt back to 50
percent until 2013.

The global financial and economic crisis and
domestic economic developments and pressures,
are reflected in the macroeconomic (im)balances,
be them internal or external. As previously
mentioned, the current account in 2009 is estimated
to have reached 15 percent of GDP in 20098.

The widening of the current account deficit is mainly
fostered by a decrease in private transfers
(remittances). During the first 9 months of 2009,
remittances declined by 6 percent compared with
the same period in 2007. In level terms, they were 19
percent lower than in the first 9 months of 2007.
Such a decline is a direct effect of the world crisis
while also reflects the long term declining trend of
remittances, as predicated in the economic
literature. The current account deficit is financed by
capital and financial flows, which to a large extent
comprise revenues from privatization and public
borrowing. However, in 2009 these two factors were
able to compensate only partly (about 77%) the
current account deficit. The trade balance continues
to have a negative impact on the current account
balance, despite the moderate narrowing of the
trade deficit in 2009. The trade deficit, as expressed
in ALL, increased only by 0.3 percent (-6.4 percent
when expressed in Euro) to 327,668.9 million ALL
(or 2,488 million Euro), as indicated in table 1.5. The
discrepancy between Euro and ALL trade deficit is
attributed to the quite considerable depreciation of
ALL against Euro-by about 7.1 percent-during 2009.

The discrepancy is even higher when trade deficit is
measured in USD: the trade deficit has decreased
by 10.7 percent, because ALL depreciated by 13.1
percent9 against the USD in 2009. Graph 1.9
describes the quarterly changes of the Albanian
currency (ALL) exchange rate against Euro and USD.
The trade deficit relative to GDP decreased to 28.7
percent in 2009, from 30.1 percent in 2008.

Despite these discrepancies related to trade deficit
change in 2009, slight and ‘contradictory’ change
of trade deficit in 2009, the contraction of
commodity trade flows is quite significant.
Measured in Lekë, commodity trade flows decreased
by 3.1 percent (see table 1.5); whereas in Euro and
USD they have decreased by 9.7 percent, and 14.2
percent, respectively-quite larger figures. The
decline is particularly high in exports: 8.1 percent in
ALL, but 14.4 percent Euro, and 19.1 percent in Euro.

The openness index (measured as a ratio of value
of exports plus imports, over GDP), which is still
quite low, shows a positive trend during the last
decade, despite some fluctuations, as indicatet in
table 1.5 and graph 1.9. The index was 36.6 percent
in 2000 and it increased up to 50.8 percent in 2008,
to decline again to 46.8% of GDP in 2009.

The import coverage index, measured as a ratio of
the value of exports over imports, continues
moderately decrease during the last years, by
registering 24 percent in 2009, from 25.6 percent in
2008, 25.7 percent in 2007 and 26 percent in 2006.
In 2009, this index was very close to its 2000’level,
as shown in table 1.3, and graph 1.10.

The import coverage index reflects a low
competitiveness level of the country’s economy, as
indicated by the index’s quite low levels during the
whole period. Box 1 shortly depicts the Albanian
economy’s competitiveness position, based on
indicators calculated by the World Economic Forum,
the Heritage Foundation and Wall Street Journal,
and the World Bank.

Albania’s exports, are not only less than one forth of
imports, but also show a relatively high fragility. They
are highly dependent on inward processing
industries, like apparel and shoe industries, while
exports of mining products and other raw materials
are highly dependent on world price fluctuations.
Effective structural reforms and policies are needed

8 According to the Bank of Albania, the current account deficit in relative terms to GDP, for the period 4th quarter 2008-3rd
quarter 2009, is estimated at 17% (Banka e Shqiprisë: Deklarata e Politikës Monetare për 6- mujorin e Dytë 2009”, 2.02.2010,
p. 29).
9 The average exchange rate in 2009 was 131.48 Lekë/Euro, from 122.8 Lekë/Euro in 2008; calculations are based on monthly
data published by the Bank of Albania. Against the USD, the deprecation of Lekë was even higher: from 83.9 Lekë/USD in
2008, to 94.85 Lekë/USD in 2009 on average.
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10 The nominal GDP in Million Lekë is calculated based on the percentage of budget expenditure as published by the Ministry
of Finance (www.minfin.gov.al: ‘Analiza e plote e buxhetit të vitit 2009’). Then, to calculate real GDP growth in 2009, the
GDP deflator (Macroeconomic and Fiscal Framework 2010-2012, p. 16) is subtracted from the nominal GDP growth. The
resulting growth rate is about 3%.

Graph 1.9: Exchange rate quarterly fluctuations, 2005-2009
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to support and boost the country’s competitiveness.
These policies should aim not only at coping with
and overcoming the consequences of the global
crisis, but also at stabilizing the macro-conditions
for sustainable economic growth, and at promoting
comparative advantages of Albanian firms and
products. The IMF11 underlines that ‘the Albanian
economy needs to broaden the sources of growth
and strengthen competitiveness’. This means

Box 1: The competitiveness position of the Albanian economy, 2009
The Global Competitiveness Report 2009-2010 of the World Economic Forum ranks Albania at 96th position out of 133
countries/economies. In the previous year’s Report Albania was ranked at the 108th position out of 134 countries/economies.
According to the Global Competitiveness Index 2009-2010, Albania scored 3.72 points (in a range 1- 7), being slightly higher than in
the previous year’s Report (3.6). The highest ranked dimensions (pillars) are ‘health and primary education’ (5.48 point), ‘labour
market efficiency’ (4.41 points), macroeconomic stability (4.24 points), and ‘basic requirements’ (4.04 points). The lowest ranked
dimensions (pillars) are ‘innovation’ (2.43 points), market size (2.84 points), and infrastructure (2.84 points). Looking at the 6th
pillar (goods market efficiency) in detail and considering the trade-related factors, Albania ranks quite well in ‘tariff barriers (47th
position) and ‘prevalence of tariff barriers’ (54th position) but not as well in ‘burden of customs procedures’ (92nd position), although
some improvements are evident from the previous year (ranked at 103rd position). The Report identifies the most problematic areas
in Albania: corruption, inefficient government bureaucracy and policy instability.
According to the “2010 Economic Freedom Index” (Heritage Foundation and Wall Street Journal Report), Albania’s ‘economic
freedom score’ was 66.0, ranking 53rd in the world and the 25th in the region (out of 43 economies in the European region).
Compared to the preceding year, the country’s economic freedom increased by 2.3 points, positioning it 7 places up in the world list,
and two places up in the European region list of countries. As in the previous year, Albania belongs to the ‘moderately free group of
countries (in the range 60-69.9 points). ‘Fiscal freedom’ (92.6 points, or 0.2 less than in 2009) remains the highest ranked dimension,
followed by ‘trade freedom’ (85.8 points, or 10 points more than in 2009), and ‘monetary freedom’ (78.7 points, or 0.9 points less
than in 2009). The lowest ranked dimensions are “freedom from corruption’ (34.0 points), and ‘property rights (35.0 points). The
Report underlines that “Albania’s economic freedom is comparable to that of other developing Balkan states like Croatia and
Macedonia. Fiscal freedom, investment freedom and financial freedom are significantly higher than typical levels. However, Albania’s
overall score is reduced by weak property rights and pervasive corruption”.
Referring the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ (The World Bank Report “Doing Business 2010”), Albania has made positive steps– ranking
from 89th position in the preceding year* down to 82nd position in 2010. The biggest positive changes are noticed in ‘starting a
business’ (from 68th to 46th position) and in ‘trading across borders’ (from 83rd to 66th position). The position is somehow worsened
in ‘registering property’, ‘construction permits’, etc. The highest scores in 2010 go to ‘getting credit’– although the score was lower
that in 2009 (15th place in 2010 from 12th place in 2009)– and ‘protecting investors’ (15th place in 2010 from 14th place in 2009).
The lowest marked dimensions are ‘closing a business’ (the 183rd position), ‘dealing with construction permits’ (173rd position) and
paying taxes (145th position)

Graph 1.11: Trade flows (mln lekë), trade deficit (mln lekë), and import 
coverage (in %), 2000-2009
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11 IMF: ‘Albania – 2010 Article IV Consultations, Preliminary Conclusions of the Mission’, March 10, 2010.

further and more rapid improvements of the
business environment and investor protection to
increase domestic and foreign investment, to raise
productivity and to help Albania’s exports to climb
up the value-added ladder. (i) The considerable
implementation and enforcement gaps for formal
rules; (ii) the lack of secure property rights; (iii) and
the informal economy, are emphasized as priorities
for action.
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Albania’s foreign trade flows dynamics during 2009
have been characterized by an important slowdown,
deepening the effects from the world demand
contraction. This slowdown in trade flow
development was observed since September 2008
and was present in trade data during all 2009,
especially in export dynamics. Albania’s total trade
with world amounted to ALL 534,546 million
representing a decrease of 3.1%  as compared to
2008 (551,622 million ALL). Imports volume,
(expressed in ALL in graph 2.1) as being the largest
part of the trade volume, is the element determining
its dynamics; imports for 2009 reached at 431,107
million ALL, representing a decrease of 1.8% as
compared to 2008 (439,038 million ALL) (see graph
2.2 ).

During the course of 2009, exports volume
(expressed in ALL) have confirmed and deepened
the negative trend of 2008 (see graph 2.1 and 2.2).
Exports were characterized by a strong and steady
positive trend from 2002, but as exports were highly
concentrated in structure (products and geographic
markets), they appeared vulnerable from the crisis.
This high concentration around labor intensive, low
value added inward processing products and raw
materials have transmitted quickly the contracting
world demand effect on Albanian export flows.

Graph 2.1 Monthly Trade Flow 1997 - 2009 

Source: METE and ACIT own calculations 

Albania’s export and import dynamicsII

European economies recessive situation (Italian and
Greek economy mainly) has been another important
factor that has highly influenced exports
deteriorating dynamics observed during the last
quarter of 2008 and in continuation through all 2009.

Total exports in 2009, amounted to 103.438 million
ALL and decreased by 8.1% as compared to 2008.
The most important decrease of exports was
concentrated during the first half of 2009. The third
quarter of the year represented a stop in the decrease
trend and exports figures reached almost the same
levels as in the same period of 2008. The slight
recovery in October was fol lowed by an
improvement during the last two months of 2009,
where December represented the most successful
month for all 2009 with an increase of 41%, as
compared to the same month of 2008. This trend
has continued for exports in January 2010 (43% of
growth) and February 2010 (50% of growth). This
increase is due mainly to electrical energy export
and also to the fact that the main sectors are starting
to improve their performance.

Imports flow dynamics have shown slowdown in
comparison to previous years. This reflects mainly
world prices development and some slight
contraction in domestic demand. Consumers’
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demand behaved relatively stable throughout the
year with some signs of contraction appearing
during the first half of 2009 that were “cured” by
high public spending (especial ly those in
infrastructure projects). The usual seasonality in
imports behavior was also present with decreasing
imports at the beginning of the year and during
summer season when agriculture domestic
production goes into the market as well as boosting

Graph 2.2 Annual Change rate in Exports and Imports Flows 1994-2009 
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imports at year end due to consumers demand
increase. However, imports were experiencing
similar decrease rates through all 2009. October
represented the month with the highest decrease
(12% as compared to the same month of 2008).
Albania trade deficit at the end of 2009, amounted
to 327, 668 million ALL and increased only by 0.3%
as compared to 2008. The slowing down exports
and imports’ flows are reflected in a slowing down
deficit expansion.
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Albania’s Trade structureIII

3.1 Main Characteristics

Albania’s trade structure has not changed much as
compared to 2008. Exports represent 19.4 percent
of the total trade flows during 2008. This percentage
has decreased only by 1% from 2008. Total trade
flows experienced a decrease of 3.1 percent (14.2
percent in USD, 9.7 percent in EUR) as compared
to 2008. This decrease was caused by the increase

of both, exports and imports’ flows. Total exports
reached 103,438 million ALL and experienced a
decrease of 8.1% percent as valued in ALL (but a
decrease of 19.1 percent as valued in USD and 14.4
percent as valued in EUR). Total imports reached
431,107 million ALL and experienced a decrease of
1.8 percent (but a decrease of 12.9 percent in USD
and 8.5 percent in EUR) (please refer to table 3.1).

Some of the sections that have experienced highest
exports’ decrease as compared to 2008 are vegetable
products, leather products, wood, textile, and main
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metals. Sections that account for a high increase in
export flows are chemical products, animal grease
oils, vehicles and prepared food drinks and
beverages. Footwear products, being a significant
sector and accounting for 19.4 percent of total
exports, have also experienced an increase by 5
percent of export flows.

Some of the sections that have experienced highest
decrease of imports as compared to 2008 are
mineral products, animal grease oils and vegetable
products. Sections that account for a high increase
in import flows are mechanic, electric machinery
and equipment, wood products and weapons. Table
3.1 provides information on exports and imports
values, share to total and growth rate based on the
classification of goods by sections.

3.2 Export Structure

Textiles, mineral products, base metals and footwear
remain important sections with high shares to
overall exports. Textiles products account for 27.3
percent of total exports in 2009. Even though textile
products export has decreased by 5 percent their
relative share to total export flows has increased
with 0.7 percentage points. Footwear products
account for 19.4 percent of total exports, having
increased by 2.5 percentage points. These two
product groups, despite their importance and the
positive trend of share in this year, continue to show
a downwards trend evidenced also last year, in terms
of relative share. Mineral products share to total
exports reached 20 percent experiencing an increase
of almost 2 percentage points in 2008. Mineral
products growth rate was 1.5 percent during 2009.
Base metal products share to total exports reached

11.5 percent experiencing a strong decrease of 7.3
percentage points. This decrease in relative share
was accompanied by a high decrease of exports.
Metal products exports decreased by 43.6 percent.
Not all agricultural products’ sections have kept
their upward trend in export flows as during the
previous years. Live animal, animal origin products
and prepared food account for increases in value as
compared to 2008, as you can see in table 3.1, while
the other sections, representing mainly vegetable
products have experienced a decrease in value and
relative share.

The ten most exported products fall under the above
mentioned product groups: mineral products,
textiles, footwear and metals. They represent 43
percent of total exports. These products continue
to be highly ranked among exported goods as most
of them were among the most exported products
last year as well.

Some of them reflect the exports’ decreasing
tendency of the respective sectors: textiles,
mineral products and main metals, as you can
observe in the table 3.2. The most exported
product (petroleum oils) value has increased with
26.3 percent as compared to 2008. The second
most exported product value (uppers and their
parts) value has decreased with 7.6 percent. The
third most exported product experienced a strong
decrease by 23 percent.

Products that account for highest increase in value
are ranked below in the table 3.3. They are
representatives of the two other important exports
sectors: metal and textile products. The products
with the highest decrease in value are: ferrous scrap,
petroleum and aluminium scrap. Other products
with high decrease in value are cotton shirts for
women and animal products.
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3.3 Import structure

Imports structure is more dispersed than the
structure of exports, which is a characteristic of
import structure observed also in previous years.
Compared to 2008, more sections have experienced
a decrease in the value of imports such as mineral
products, animal products and base metals (as
shown in table 3.1). Two sections with the highest
share to total import flows are mineral products
and mechanic, electric machinery and equipment,
as in 2008. They represent respectively 14.3 and 16.4
percent of the total imports of 2009. Other important
sections remain base metals and textiles. Imports
of mineral products reached 61,829 million ALL
having decreased by 21.4 percent in 2009. However,
products falling under this category are also listed
in the top ten imported products for 2009. The most
imported products under this category remain oils
from petrol and bitumen mineral and electrical
energy (tab 3.1). Imports of mechanical and electrical
machineries grew by 1.7 percent in value during this

year. Important components under this category are
parts of machineries used for the maintenance of
already existing machineries as well  as
telecommunications related products such as
cables etc, but also home appliances such as air
conditioners and refrigerators (tab 3.1).

Imports of metals represent 12.2 percent of total
imports (almost the same as 2008) and have
experienced a decrease of 2.1 percent in 2009. Iron
and steel and products thereof, mainly demanded
as an input for the construction industry account
the majority part of total imports of this category.

Textile imports as well as other sections such as
agricultural products and chemicals products are
also important components of the imports structure
of Albania.

The ten most imported products in Albania account
for 21 percent of total imports. Their concentration
has decreased with 4 percentage points as
compared to 2008. The most imported products
fall under different categories such as minerals, base
metals, medicaments, vehicles and agricultural
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products. They seem to serve the need of production
sectors of economy for raw materials in the form of
electrical energy, oils, structures for construction
etc but also the need for commodities consumption
in the form of medicaments, cigarettes and personal
vehicles. Table 3.4 gives better insight on most
imported products during 2009 while table 3.5 gives
an insight on imported products with the highest
increase in value and imported products with the

highest decrease in value. Mineral products are
often enlisted in both tables. Petroleum oil is one of
the products whose value has increased the most
in 2009. The presence of iron bars and rods in the
list of products with the highest decrease in value
leaves room for import substitution assumptions
related to these group products, since the
construction sector per se has not experienced
decrease during 2009.



Albanian Centre  for Competit iveness  and Internat ional Trade   ( A C I T )

25

Trade in Specific SectorsIV

4.1 Inward processing trade

Inward processing trade was also affected by the
overall downward trend of trade flows of Albania
during 2009, experiencing the first decline in the
decade. This decrease was valued at 3%. The
decrease has a geographical and sectorial
background but it is especially related to the further
decrease of inward processing trade in three main
sectors: textiles, base metal and machinery, with the
two main partner countries: Italy and Greece.

Inward processing exports amounted to 65,308 mln
ALL, facing the first decrease in absolute value.
Nevertheless they have been reduced with a slower
pace than other exports since the share of inward
processing to total exports has increased by 3.2
percentage points up to 63.1% of total exports.
Inward processing exports are a major category
within exports accounting for more than half of total
exports of Albania.

Inward processing imports amounted to 50,875mln
ALL, having increased slightly, only by 1% as
compared to 2008. The stable value of inward
processing imports is certainly also due to the

Albanian currency depreciation effect. Inward
processing value added, expressed as the difference
between exports’ value and import value has
experienced a decrease of 14.1% in 2009, proving
the fact that inward processing exports have
declined with a higher pace than inward processing
imports. The value added from inward processing
sector reached 14,432.7mln ALL, accounting for
22.1% of total inward processing exports and a slight
decrease in share by 2.8 percent. The Albanian
currency exchange rates fluctuation might have
affected further this outcome also.

No major changes in the structure of inward
processing exports are to be observed in 2009, except
some changes in shares of the categories. The
structure of inward processing exports is given in
graph 4.1.

Inward processing of textiles, footwear and metals
account for the highest share of inward processing,
remaining the most important categories in this
aspect. Inward processing is happening also in other
sectors such as machinery assembling and food
and beverages.

Inward processing exports of textiles category
summed up to 28,010 mln ALL, accounting for
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42.9% of total inward processing exports and for
5.1% decrease in absolute value and 0.9 percentage
points decrease in share, as compared to 2008. This
is the first decrease in years that is reflected in the
exports of the main product groups as shown in the
table 4.4. The main item of inward processing within
the textile sector: trousers and shorts of cotton, has
decrease in value by 23%. Other important traded
items of the textiles inward processing sector are
listed in the table 4.4.

Footwear products reached 20,043.4mln ALL having
increased in absolute value by 5.5% and in share by
2.5%, accounting for 30.7% of total inward
processing exports. After the decrease in 2008 this
sector has recuperated in value in 2009, experiencing
stabilization, rather than growth. The most
important items within this sector are listed in table
4.3. They account for 85.5% of the total sector
exports. Most of them have experienced an increase
in 2009, amortizing the decrease by 8% of the most
exported item: uppers and parts thereof.

Metals and products thereof, another important
category of the inward processing sector, were
valued at 5,985 mln ALL, having decreased in

absolute value by 15.3% and declined in share by 1.3
percentage points. The reduction, like in other
sectors is possibly related to reduced demand from
the originated countries, related to their economic
recession. Main products within this category remain
locks and parts thereof assembled in Albania.

Inward processing of machinery and parts thereof
was valued at 2,826 mln ALL. This category
experienced also a decrease by 7.6%. Most
important items within this category remain
assembly parts used for machinery of headings, as
well as other machinery parts.

Edible preparations items within inward processing
account for 3.8% of total inward processing exports,
valued at 2,484 mln ALL. Their value increased by
21.6%, while their share by 0.8 percentage points in
2009. Despite the overall downward tendency the
main food industry inward processing items such
as anchovies accounting for 85% of this category,
have experienced further increases in value.

The geography of inward processing in graph 4.2,
shows no major changes as compared to 2008. The
main inward processing trade partners remain Italy,
Greece and Germany accounting for 82.1%, 7.6%
and 4.1% of total inward processing. The main
inward processing partner with a two digit difference
with the other partners remains Italy. Inward
processing trade with Italy was valued at 53,592 mln
ALL having decreased by 5% in 2009. The economic
recession has probably contributed for reduced
consumption and therefore reduced demand mainly
for the textile industry but also footwear to a certain
extent.

Inward processing trade to Greece dropped also to
4,948 Mln ALL experiencing a reduction by 10% in
value, reaching similar values as in 2008.

Inward processing trade to Germany kept a positive
pace having experienced 34% growth in 2009.
Inward processing exports to Germany reached
2,645.4 accounting for 4.1% of the total and 1.1
percentage points increased share.

Inward processing with regional countries have
proven to be quite unstable. The overall world
economic recession might have affected negatively
the embryonic attempt for a regional value chain of
inward processing. So Serbia has disappeared from
the inward processing geographic distribution pie
but has been replaced by Kosovo, which accounts
for 1.4% of total inward processing. Inward
processing trade with other regional countries such
as Macedonia has also experienced decreases.
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4.2 Agriculture products

4.2.1 Exports

Agricultural products exports reached 7,496 mln
ALL, having increased only by 3.7%, in 2009 (tab
4.5). Even though growth rate is modest, it is 1.7
percentage points higher than last year and unlike
other sectors, agricultural exports have experienced
growth instead of decline in 2009. Therefore the
share to total exports of the country has increased
further by 0.8 percentage points while the imports’
coverage ratio to 10%. Nevertheless the coverage
ratio remains lower than the total imports’ coverage
ratio (24%). Graph 4.4 shows shares of exports by
country of origin. Italy remains the main exporting
partner in terms of agricultural products with an
increase share by 4.4 percentage points in 2009.
Other important exports destinations for
agricultural products are Germany and Greece which
account for 9.5% and 11.4% of total exports
respectively. Exports of agricultural to Italy reached
3,402 mln ALL in 2009 having increased by 14.8%.
Exports to Greece increased by only 3.2% as
compared to last year while exports to Germany
decreased by 19.7%. The share to total agricultural
products has also decreased by 2.5 percentage
points. Exports to the region have continued further
their decline tendency. So exports of agricultural
products to the region were valued at 774.3mln ALL
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experiencing a decrease by 14.4 percent in 2009.
This is related to decreases in absolute values of
exports of agriculture products to the main exporting
partner countries of the region. Exports to Kosovo
decreased by 25% to a 5.3% share from 7% in 2009.
Exports to Croatia, Montenegro and Bosnia &
Herzegovina have experienced decreases in value

and share also. On the other hand exports of
agricultural products to Serbia and Macedonia
experienced increases. The most exported
agricultural product accounting for 72.4% of total
agricultural exports are shown in table 4.6. Shifts in
share and importance are to be observed because
of specific group products dynamics. Exports of
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anchovies are ranked first for the first time,
surpassing exports of medicinal herbs, mainly due
to the sudden decrease of exports of these last.
Exports of anchovies account for 28.5% of total
exports and 22% increase, while the share of exports
of medicinal herbs has decreased to 16% from
25.9%. Dynamics of exports and imports in a chapter
perspective is given in table 4.5. Prepared food
(where anchovies are included) account for 30.2%,
the highest share of agricultural exports and 22.5%
growth in 2009. The medicinal herbs chapter share
has decreased by 4.6 percentage points to 24.9
percent experiencing a decrease by 12.7%. Exports
of meat fish, cereals, oils, sugar products, tobacco
and alcoholic drinks have experienced increases,
while exports of fruit, vegetables, dairy products and
herbs and spices decreases. For a more detailed
overview of values, increases, decreases and share
in percentage refer to table 4.5.

4.2.2 Imports

Imports of agricultural products were valued at
74,715 mln ALL, having increased also slightly, only
by 2.1%, with an even lower growth rate than
exports in 2009. They account for 17.3% of total
imports or 0.5 percentage points increased share.
The stagnation of import flows is observable in
graph 4.3 as well. Imports of agricultural products
to Albania are originating from a larger number

of countries as the graph 4.5 shows. Also in terms
of imports Italy and Greece remain the main
partners, even though with lower shares,
accounting for 20.2% and 17.4% of total imports
respectively. Their shares and values have
increased in 2009. Imports from Italy reached
15,059.5mln ALL having increased by 9.9%.
Imports from Greece reached 13,020.41 having
increased by 22.4%.  Among other significant
countries whose value of imports has decreased
are Bulgaria (-14.0%), Turkey (-3.6%), Russia (-
34.8%), Brazil (-35.7%), Macedonia (-8.5%).
Among other significant countries whose values
of agricultural products imports to Albania have
increased are Austria (42.1%), Holland (30.1%),
Serbia (29.3%), and USA 72.6%.
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The agricultural products imports structure is less
concentrated that the structure of exports. The most
imported products account only for 40.1% of total
imports as table 4.7 shows. No major shifts in the
list of top imported agricultural products are to be
observed. Last year’s most imported product, wheat,
is placed second because of a decrease in value by
33.7%, which combined with an increase in value of
imports of tobacco by 17.6% which has made
possible a place switch between the two. The
decrease of imports of wheat might signal imports
substitution and lower consumption as well as the
price decrease of wheat in international markets.
Other top products that have experienced decrease
are oils, sugar and sweets while beer, food
preparations and mineral waters increases. For more
details on shares and growth rates in percentage
refer to table 4.7.

4.3 Trade in energy, minerals and
base metals sector

4.3.1 Trade in electrical energy

Trade flows of electrical energy were valued at 17,310
mln ALL having decreased by 34% in 2009. This is
mainly due to the decrease of imports, which
declined to 14,442 mln ALL in 2009, experiencing
44.2% decrease as observable in graph 4.5.

Exports on the other hand have experienced an
upward trend having increased by 709% in 2009
after a 2 years exporting history of this good.
Electrical energy was exported to Switzerland which
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accounts for 33.7% of total exports, Kosovo (27.5%)
and Greece (23.4%) as the graph 4.7 below shows.
The number of receiver of electrical energy has
increased since last year (electrical energy was
exported only to Greece).

Shifts in importance apart from shifts in values are
to be observed in terms of importing partners of
electrical energy. Switzerland has become the main
importing partner, followed by Czech Republic and
Serbia as graph 4.8 shows.

4.3.2 Trade in oil products

Trade of oil products reached 45,401.2mln ALL
having experienced a decrease by 16.2% in 2009.
They account for 8.5% of total trade flows in 2009.
The decrease has come as a result of the decline of
both flows directions: exports and imports. Exports
were valued at 9,196 mln ALL having decreased by 5
% in 2009. Imports on the other hand were valued
at 36,205, having decreased with a higher pace of
18.6%, than exports.

In terms of geographic distribution of exports, Italy
remains the main exporting partner (6,341 mln ALL),
whose share has further increased by 10.4
percentage points. Exports to the countries of the
region, the second most important geographic
destination after Italy have decreased, leaving room
for rise of other new partners such as Spain, Lebanon
and France as observable in graph 4.10. Exports to
Kosovo account for a 5.6 percentage points’
decreased share and for 50.3% decrease in absolute
value in 2009. Exports to Montenegro have also
decreased by 72.8%, while exports to Serbia by
100%.

Products within this category that are being exported
are diesel and bitumen oil (86%), bitumen diesel
(6%), propane (3%) and butanes (3%).

Major shifts in shares are to be observed in the
geographic distribution of imports of oil products.
Imports of oil products come mainly from Greece
(19,694 mln ALL), which accounts for 54.4% of
total imports and 5.4 percentage points increase,
despite the decrease in value by 10.9%, in 2009.
Imports from Russia have strongly decreased in
share (15.8 percentage points) and value (74.6%).
This was combined with increases of imports
from other countries such as Georgia (45.6%
increase), Switzerland (2,244% increase), Italy

(37.0% increase) that has contributed for the
increased shares of this countries to total oil
imports. Nevertheless increases have not
replaced totally the declines ending up with an
overall decrease tendency of imports of oils.
Medium oils, butanes, light oils and other major
imported oil products have experienced decreases
in absolute values.
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4.3.3 Trade in mineral products

Mineral products trade volume reached 19,765 mln
ALL experiencing a much slower growth pace than
in 2008. Trade flows increased only by 6.3% in 2009,
in comparison to the 21% increase in 2008. They
account for 3.7% of total trade flows. The slowdown
was mainly due to the decrease of exports which
have decreased by 16.7%, summing up to 8,583 mln
ALL in 2009. This has also switched the positive
trade balance of last year into a trade deficit of 2,598
mln ALL in 2009.

The most exported products remain chromium ores
and different kinds of construction material as
observable in table 4.8. Even though chromium ores
remain the main exported item (4,028 mln ALL) their

share has decreased to 46.9 percent from 53.5
percent in 2008, while the absolute value by 27%.
Copper ores have also decreased, while construction
material exports in overall have experienced
increases as the table 4.8 shows.

In terms of geographic distribution China has
become the main exports partner with 73% increase
in value which has brought its share to total exports
up to 56.8 percent. Exports to Macedonia and Kosovo
have also increased by 5% and 334% respectively,
which has contributed to their increased shares.
Other important exports’ partners on the other hand,
such as Greece, Italy and Turkey, have experienced
significant decreases by 77%, 46% and 73%
respectively. This has contributed to a rearranged
geographic distribution of exports of mineral
products.

Imports of minerals are mainly represented by all
kinds of construction materials again as observable
in table 4.9. They have all experienced increases in
2009. Importing partners remain Greece and Italy,
which account for slight changes in shares. Share
of imports from Greece has increased by 5.1
percentage points, while share of imports from Italy
has decreased by 2.6 percentage points. Other
countries shares such as Turkey Macedonia and
Egypt have experienced decreases in shares by 1.5
percentage points, 2.4 percentage points and 1.6
percentage points respectively, a decrease that could
not make it to an overall downward trend.
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4.3.4 Trade in base metal and
products thereof

Trade volumes of metals were valued at 64,698 mln
ALL having decreased by 13.8% in 2009. This decline
was due to the decrease of both import and export
trade flows of this category. The higher decrease of
exports reduced the imports’ coverage ratio by 16.6
percentage points to 22.6%.

Exports were valued at 11,925.1mln ALL having
decreased by 43.6% in 2009, accounting for a
decreased share to total exports of 11.5%. Main
exporting countries remain Italy, Kosovo and Greece
but exports to all these countries despite the
increases in shares, like in the case of Italy, which
has experienced 8.5 percentage points increase, or
in the case of Kosovo which has experienced 8.9
percentage points in 2009 have experienced
decreases in absolute values to all exporting
partners. So exports to Italy decreased by 33.3% to
5,785.6, exports to Kosovo by 20.6% to 3,687.6,
exports to Greece by 74.6% to 488.8mln ALL and so
on.

The main exported item remains iron bars and rods
accounting also for 3.4 percentage points increase,
yet its absolute value has decreased by 38%. The
increase in share is mainly due to the fact that
exports of most exported products have experienced
decreases as it also shows in table 4.10. Products
listed in the top ten exports have not changed and
supply mainly the construction and metal processing
industries.

Imports of metals were valued at 52,773.3 having
also decreased slightly, by 2.1%. There share to total
imports remained the same, 12.2%. The main
importing partners for metal products remain Italy,
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Greece, Turkey and the region as the graph 4.14
shows. Shifts in importance are to be observed
mainly because of decreases of imports form Italy
by 15% to 14,932.2mln ALL, and China by 58% to
2,160.9mln ALL. Increases in import flows from other
countries such as Greece (42%), Turkey (31%),
Serbia (79%) have resulted higher and contributed
for an overall upward trend. Most imported items
within the category are shown in table 4.11. As the
table shows they have all experienced increases in
values.
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Albania’s Trade GeographyV

5.1 Main characteristics of trade
geography

During 2009 the structure of the geography of trade
showed no significant changes as compared to the
previous year 2008. Apart from shifts in shares from

one country to the other, this years’ specific
characteristic, observed under the trade geography
perspective, is a general decrease of traded volumes
by group-countries and country.

Despite this downward trend of overall trade
volumes, the European Union countries (EU-27)
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account for the largest share of trade with Albania,
like in the previous years. EU-27 countries account
for 78.9% of total exports of Albania, having
experienced the first decrease in absolute value after

1997 by 8.9%, accompanied by a very small decrease
in their share by 0.7 percentage points as compared
to the previous year. Imports from EU-27 countries
account for an upward trend still and for 67.5% of
total imports, having increased in absolute value by
4.3% and in share by 3.9 percentage points.

The countries of the region represent an important
group of partners for the Albanian foreign trade,
due to the geographic vicinity and the consistent
amount of trade with these countries. Trade flows
with these countries have undergone also shrinkage
in both directions: exports and imports. This was
manifested by decreases in their share to total
volumes and absolute values. The share of exports
to the regional countries has decreased by than 1.4
percentage points, while the absolute value by 17.4%.
The share of imports from the regional countries
has also decreased from 9.4% to 7.7%, while the
absolute value by 19.2%.

Other countries shares have also shifted in both
directions depending on country specific trade
dynamics. So, the shares of exports to Turkey have
decrease by 1.3 percent while exports in absolute
value have also decreased by 72.5%. Exports to China
and the USA account for increases in share and
absolute values by 1.9 and 0.4 percentage points
and 57.3% and 98.9% respectively.

More details on the geography of trade by country
and group-country including absolute values, shares
and growth rates, are shown in table 5.1. Graph 5.1
and 5.2 contain furthermore a ranking by importance
of the top exporting and importing countries,
representing Albania’s most important trade
partners for 2009.

Italy and Greece remain the most important
countries in terms of trade volumes. Exports to these
countries, together, account for 69.9% of total
exports of Albania. Exports to Italy are ranked first
reaching at 62.6% of total exports. While they have
decreased in absolute value by 6.9 percent, their
share has increase by 0.8 percentage point, mainly
due to the overall decrease of exports. Exports to
Greece have experienced diminution both in share
and absolute value by 1.4 percentage points and
23.7% respectively. Imports from Italy have
diminished in absolute value by 3.5% while their
share has slightly dropped to 27.9 percent from 28.4
percent. Imports from Greece have increased by
5.8% while their share to total has also slightly
increased to 16.5% from 15.3% (2008).

Countries of the region account for minor shifts in
trade flows shares, that are observable in the table
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5.1. Countries of the region with highest shares to
total exports are Kosovo, accounting for 7.0% of
total exports and 0.4 percentage points increase in
share, followed by Macedonia whose share to total
exports has slightly increased also to 3.1%. These
increases in shares are related to the decrease of
exports in overall rather than to the increases of
exports to these countries in absolute value as the
table 5.1 shows. Shares of exports to other countries
of the region have decreased as compared to 2008.
Countries of the region that are among the main
countries Albania imports from are Serbia and
Macedonia accounting for 2.7% and 2.3% of total
imports respectively. Speaking in general, growth
rate has flipped into fall rates of trade flows of
countries of the region, during 2009. So exports to
the region have diminished in value by 17.4%, while
their share has decreased to 12.3% from 13.7%.
Imports from the region have also diminished in
value by 19.2% while their share to total imports has
decreased to 7.7% from 9.4% in 2008. Despite the
overall trade volume shrinkage observable in both
trade flows directions, countries of the region were
exposed to shrinkage with a higher pace of trade
volumes as compared to the country’s total
volumes’ dynamics.

5.2 Albania’s trade with the EU-27

5.2.1 Trade flows with the EU-27

Trade flows between Albania and the EU-27 were
valued at 372,740 mln ALL (2,829 mln EUR, 3,941
mln USD) having increased by only 1 percent during

2009. The Albanian currency depreciation towards
the European currency - Euro as well as the
American Dollar, account for negative growth rates
with this geographic area. Trade volumes measured
in Euro have declined by 5.7% while in USD by 10.4%.
The share of EU-27 countries trade flows has
increased by 2.8 percentage points, to 69.7% mainly
due to the increase of imports from this area. Exports
to the EU-27 account for 78.9 percent of total exports
of Albania. Even though exports have decreased in
absolute value the percentage share has dropped
only by 1.1 percentage points. Imports on the other
hand have experienced an increase of 4.3 percent,
accounting for 67.5 percent increase and a 3.9
percentage points, higher share to the total. This
has contributed for an increased share to the
country’s trade deficit, which was valued 63.9% of
the total in 2009, as you can observe in table 5.2.
The export/import coverage ratio has also decreased
to 28 percent from 32 percent in 2008.

Trade flows were mainly oriented towards Italy even
this year, followed by Greece and then Germany, as
you can observe in graph 5.3. Italy’s trade flows’
share to total trade volumes has shrunk further to
49.6 percent accompanied by a decrease in absolute
value of total trade flows. Trade flows to Greece
account for 21.1 percent of total trade and have
shown stability as compared to 2008. Germany’s
trade volumes account for 7.1 percent of the total.
Despite the increase in both trade flows, imports
and exports, Germany accounts for an unchanged
share to total volumes, compared to 2008. Other
countries, significant for the foreign trade are
Bulgaria, Austria and Spain accounting for lower
shares as shown in graph 5.3. Other countries of
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the EU account for even lower shares to the total
but all together for 12.3% of total trade flows.

In a dynamic perspective, trade with a considerable
number of countries (9 out of 27) have experienced
decreases in trade flows. Countries with the highest
decrease in absolute value or percentage are Italy (-
4.7% but a large absolute value), Hungary (-14%),
Sweden (-3.1%), Bulgaria (-10.3%) etc. Countries
accounting for growth of trade flows include Spain
(31.0%), France (88.1%), Holland (21.5%), Czech
Republic (55%) etc.

5.2.2 Structure of exports
to the EU-27

Exports to the EU were valued at 81,609 mln ALL
(619 mln EUR, 862 Mln USD) having experienced a
decrease of 8.9%. The decrease in absolute value is
expressed by a higher percentage in the other
important currencies for international trade: EURO
and American dollar. Exports to the EU dropped by
15% of its Euro value and/or 19.8% of its dollar value
in 2009. The decrease of exports to Italy, main
destination of Albanian exports (79.3% of total
exports to EU-27), by 6.9%, impacted the most the
overall export decrease (60%). Greece, the second
largest export partners, showed similar export’s
dynamics as compared to 2008. Exports have
decreased by 23.7 percent and their share to total
has fallen to 9.2% from 11.1%. Exports to Germany
on the contrary account for an upward shift, having
increased by 16.9% and 1 percentage point in share
to total exports. Among countries to which exports
grew with a high pace during 2009 we could
mention Spain (635.8%), Belgium (452.2%), and
Rumania (137.2%). Among countries to which
exports experienced sharp downfalls are to be
mentioned Sweden (-77.5%), Slovenia (-91.5%),
Poland (-54.4%), Finland (-95.3%). Graph 5.4 gives
e detailed view of countries shares to total exports
of Albania to EU-27 countries.

Despite the decrease in absolute value, the structure
of exports to the EU-27 countries shows no major
changes in shares of categories. Textile and footwear
account still for the major part of exports to these
countries with a total share of 58.4% and a slight
increase by 2.5 percentage points as compared to
2008. This was represented mainly by inward
processing items that are re-exported to their country
of origin, mostly Italy and Greece. Other less
important categories whose share has increased a
little as compared to 2008 are agricultural products
and fuels, which account for 7.4% and 9.7% of total
exports respectively. Main metals is one of the
categories of products whose share has experienced
a decrease (5.7 percentage points) in 2009. The
structure of exports to the EU-27 countries by
category is shown more explicitly in graph 5.5.

The ten most exported products in 2008 account
for 48.6 percent of total exports. The specific for
this year is the overall decrease in absolute value of
most main exported items. 5 categories are
represented this year in the most exported items
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list: agricultural products, fuels, metals, textiles and
footwear.

The most exported footwear products three of which
are listed in the table below, account for 16.9% of
total exports to these countries. Despite their lead
position the value of the main item being uppers
and parts (HS 640610) has constantly decreased
since 2006, as you can observe in table 5.3. The
distance with the second item has shrunken severely
because of the contrary growth trends. This constant
decrease in value is an important signal of the
possible difficulties that the inward processing
industry is facing or will face in the future, due to
different national and international competitiveness
related factors.

The decrease in absolute value of items that have
accounted for the largest part of exports during this
decade: textiles and footwear, has been contrasted
by the constant increase of exports of another
category: fuels, and more specifically petroleum oils.
Petroleum oils account for 8.6% of total exports in
2009 having grown by 18.1% in 2009 and more than
six times the last five years. They are one of the few
categories whose exports to the EU have experienced
an increase.

Exports of textiles are represented again by the same
products groups: men’s and boy’s trousers, t-shirts
and underpants and a fourth product group: vests
of cotton. The main exported item accounting for
6.1% of total exports has experienced 23% decrease
in 2009. The downward trend has started in 2007.
The three other products values of exports continues

rising in 2009, as shown in table 5.3, nevertheless
their shares to total exports are lower. These main
groups account for 15.9% of total exports to EU-27.
Even though it seems like the decrease in value of
main items is substituted by exports of other items,
figures of overall textile exports to the EU account
for a slight decrease in 2009.

Exports of metal products are represented by locks
of base metal which account for 4.6 percent of total
exports. Exports of metals are represented only by
this group of products in 2009, which has
experienced a decrease of 4.9% in 2009 even though
the period trend remains positive. This falls under
the sector’s overall tendency whose exports to the
EU have decreased by 45.5%.

A new category that finds its way into the top ten
exported products list is agricultural products,
represented by anchovies. These account for 2.6%
of total exports, while their share has constantly
increased during the last years. Agricultural
products in overall, account for an upward trend of
exports to EU- 27 countries.

5.2.3 Structure of imports
to the EU-27

Imports from EU-27 countries amounted to 291,130
mln ALL, (2,209 mln EUR, 3,078 mln USD) having
increased by only 4.3% as compared to 2008.
Imports dynamics in the other currencies is also
negative. Imports have decreased by 2.8% if
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This is the first time after more than a decade that
such developments related to exports to and imports
from EU-27 are to be observed, after a rather year to
year steady growth of both trade flows. Further on
we will observe which part of the structure of exports
and imports is influenced more severely by this
trend.

Albania imports a variety of products from EU-27
countries. Graph 5.7 shows that almost all sectors
are represented in the pie. Even though imports have
increased in value during 2009, this growth is not
followed by all sectors. So imports of textiles have
dropped by 5 percent and imports of leather by 1.4%,
showing that in terms of imports from EU, products
related to only one sector of industry: inward
processing reflects the overall downward tendency.
The other sectors have experienced increases, so
agricultural products imports have increased by
8.9%, mineral products by 3.2%, metal products
imports by 6.0 percent, machinery imports by 1.8
percent etc. Nevertheless the pace of growth has
slowed down as compared to 2008 when pace of
growth of all this sectors accounted for 2 digits
growth.

Table 5.4 provides information about the most
imported products during 2009. The ten most
imported products in 2009 accounted for 20.9% of
total imports. As the table shows most of them
have experienced an increase during 2009, yet some
a decrease.

The products that have experienced decrease are
materials destined for usage in different industry
sectors such as light petroleum, raw leather
products but also commodities intended for end
consumer usage like automobiles accounting for a
slight decrease of 0.8 percent.

5.2.4 Trade with Italy

Trade volume with Italy reached 185,039 mln ALL
(1,404 mln EUR) in 2009 accounting for a decrease
of 4.7% in ALL and 11.1% in EUR in 2009. This is
the first decrease in absolute value for the decade.
Exports were valued at 64,753 mln ALL (491 mln
EUR) having decreased by 6.9 percent. Imports
were valued at 120,285 mln ALL (912.6 mln EUR)
having also decreased by 3.5%.Trade deficit reached
55,531 mln ALL, while the imports coverage ratio
decreased further by 2 percentage points to 53.8
percent.

measured in EUR and 7.4% if measured in USD.
Imports to the EU-27, having increased in overall in
ALL, account for an upward trend in contrary to the
decline tendency of overall imports to the country.
The share to total imports has increased therefore
by 3.9 percentage points to 67.5%.

Imports to this group of countries even though to a
lower extent, are mostly represented by imports from
Italy and Greece which account for 65.8% of total
imports from EU-27. Even though Italy accounts
for 41.3% of total imports form EU-27, its share has
dropped by 3.3 percentage points in 2009 mainly
due to a decrease by 3.5% of imports from this
country. Imports from Greece have on contrary
gained market share accounting for 24.5% this year.
Germany, Bulgaria, Austria and France, remain
important import partners. Respective shares of
imports of most important partners within EU-27
are explicitly shown in the graph 5.6. In a dynamics
perspective, countries with a higher imports growth
pace to Albania were France (109.5%), Holland
(51.1%), Czech Republic (55%) etc. Some countries
exports to Albania experienced declines like in the
case of Bulgaria (-9.5), Hungary (-15.1%) etc.
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Exports to Italy are mainly represented by textile and
footwear products that account for 62.0 percent of
total exports. Textiles share has experienced a slight
increase by 0.5 percentage points, while footwear’s
share has increased by 1.5 percentage points. Both
these sector’s exports have decreased by 5.9 percent
and 3.2 percent respectively. Another important
category in terms of exports is metals and their
products, whose share has decreased by 3.1
percentage points, while their value by 33.3% in 2009.
Other categories, whose exports have experienced
decreases, are machinery, and wood products.  Fuels’
exports are one of the few categories, whose both
share and value has increased, by 1.3 percentage
points and 5 percent respectively, in 2009.
Agricultural products exports have also experienced
an increase in share by 1.3 percentage points. The
structure of exports to Italy during 2009 is shown in
graph 5.9.

The ten most exported products to Italy account for
57.7 percent of total exports to Italy. They represent
five main categories, footwear products, textiles,

agricultural products, fuels and metals. The main
exported item to Italy: uppers and parts have
experienced a decrease by 6.8%. The products from
the textiles industry as well as metals account also
for decreases. The difference is that, while for
footwear and textiles the trend is observable since
2006-2007, the metals sector has been affected only
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this year. Agricultural products are mainly
represented by exports of anchovies, which account
for 3.1% of total exports to Italy. For more details
related to top exported to and imported from Italy
refer to Annex III table 3.1 and 3.2.

Imports from Italy are less concentrated than
imports. The graph 5.10 shows that almost all
categories are represented in the pie. There are no

major shifts in shares and importance to be
observed, yet some sectors imports flows account
for decreases as compared to 2008. Metal imports
have decreased by 15.1 percent, electrical machinery
by 16.3%, transport machinery by 5.7 percent, textiles
by 3.2%, leather products by 3.8% and wood
products by 6.9 percent. The decrease in import
flows seams to reflect a downward trend in demand
for input from different industrial sectors as well as
end consumer goods. The most imported products
representing several categories account for 16.7%
of total imports.

5.2.5 Trade with Greece

Trade volume with Greece reached 78,750.3mln ALL
(599 mln EUR), having increase by only 2 percent in
ALL but having decreased by 4.6% in Euro. Exports
were valued at 7,507 mln ALL (57.2mln EUR), having
experienced a decrease of 24 percent in 2009.
Imports continued their upward trend having
reached 71,242 mln ALL having increased by 5.8
percent. The trade deficit reached 63,735 mln ALL
having increased by 10.9 percent mainly due to the
converse trend between exports and imports. The
coverage imports coverage ratio was only 10.5%
during 2009 and has further decreased by 4.1
percentage points.

Exports to Greece are mainly represented by textile
products, which account for 45.6 percent, for 7.6
percentage points increase, yet for a decrease by
9.4% in absolute value, as compared to 2008. Metals
share has also decreased by 13 percentage points,
while their value of exports by 74.6%. Another
important category, minerals, has also experienced
a downward trend and a decrease by 31.5%. Other
categories that have experienced decreased in export
flows are agricultural products, wooden products,
construction material etc. Among the categories
accounting for an upward trend in exports in 2009
are plastic products and machinery. The graph 5.12
below gives a more detailed view of the structure of
exports to Greece. The most exported products to
Greece account for 43.6 percent of total exports.
The main exported item is electrical energy which
accounts for 8.9% of total exports. Despite the
overall decrease of exports of minerals this item
has experienced growth. The other most exported
products to Greece represent products from the
textiles, metals and agriculture products category.
From a top exported list perspective, most of them
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except metals and textiles have experienced further
growth in 2009. For a more detailed overview, refer
to table 3.3 in Annex III.

Imports from Greece are mainly represented by fuels
which account for 35.4 percent, for a 3.6 percentage
point decrease and for 3.5 percent decrease in
absolute value. Agricultural products, another
important category, whose share and value has
increased by 2.3 percentage points and 22 percent
respectively, accounts for 18.9% of total imports
from Greece. Machinery and metals are two other
important categories, in graph 5.13. Electrical
machinery  accounts for 10.7% decrease, transport
machinery for 19.6% decrease while metals imports
for 41.9% increase. The most imported products
fall also under the above mentioned categories. They
account all together for 47.1 percent of total imports
where the import of light petroleum oils is ranked
first accounting for 18.4 percent of total imports.
These data is shown more explicitly in table 3.4 of
Annex III.

5.2.6 Trade with Germany

Trade with Germany was valued at 26,367 mln ALL
(200.3 mln EUR) having increased by 3.5 percent in
ALL but accounting for a decrease in their Euro value
of 3.4%. Exports reached 3,526 mln ALL having
increased by 16.9 percent. Imports reached 22,840
mln ALL having increased by only 1.7 percent. Trade
deficit was values at a very similar value to last year
(19,314 mln ALL), having decreased by 0.7%. The
imports coverage ratio, being still low, increased by
2 percentage points to 15.4 percent. A better
overview of trade flow developments is shown in
graph 5.14

Exports to Germany are represented by three main
categories: textile products, footwear products and
agricultural products which account for 53.7, 19.0
and 20.2 percent respectively. Even though exports
have increased in general agricultural products share
and value has decreased by 8.8 percentage points
and 20.0 percent. The other major category textile
has experienced 15.9% increase in 2009 while
footwear 111.7% increase, extending their share by
8.0 percentage points to 19.0 percent. A more
detailed overview of the structure of exports is given
in graph 5.15.

The most exported products to Germany account
in total for 78.9% or for the largest part of overall

exports to Germany. Main items in this list are textile
products, which account for 45.7% of total exports.
Among other products, footwear, scrap and
medicinal herbs are to be mentioned. For more
details refer to table 3.5 in Annex III. Imports from
Germany as shown in graph 5.16 also represented
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by a small number of categories where different
machinery accounts for the largest part. Their
imports have experienced 10.9 percent increase in
2009. Agricultural products have experiences a
decrease in share by 3.8 percentage points and in
value by 18.6%. Minerals which account for only 1.1
percent this year, have experienced a 1.9 percentage
points decrease in share and 58.7 percent decrease
in value. A similar trend is proved by the textiles
category whose value of imports has decreased by
12.3 percent. Among categories accounting for
imports’ increases are metal products whose value
has increased by 44.7% and chemical products
whose share and value has increased respectively
by 1.4 percentage points and 15.2 percent,
respectively.  The most imported products from
Germany account for 43.7% of total imports.
Personal cars find their way on the top of the list
accounting for 19.9% of total imports from this
country but other machinery is also on the list. Other
important products we import from Germany,
ranked in this list are cigarettes and medicaments.
For a more detailed overview please refer to table
3.6 in Annex III.

5.3 Albania’s trade in the region -
dynamics and structure

Albania’s trade flows with countries of the region
reflect the general tendency of trade flows’ reduction
having experienced the first decrease in absolute
value since 1997. Trade volume with the region was
valued at 46,020 mln ALL (349.4 mln EUR, 487.3
mln USD) having decreased by 18.7% in 2009. This
reduction in trade flows is six times higher than the
country’s trade flows, reduction in overall (3.1%)
and has contributed for a significantly lower share
of this region to the total trade volume. Trade
volumes to the region account in 2009 for only 8.6%
of total trade volumes, and for a 1.7 percentage
points decrease when compared to 10.3% in 2008.
The downward tendency is represented by both trade
flow directions. The export/import coverage has also
increased by 0.9 percentage points to 38.4%, mainly
due to the fact that imports from the region have
decreased with a higher pace than exports to the
region.

Exports to the region were valued at 12,769 Mln ALL
(96.7 mln EUR, 135.4mln USD) having decreased
by 17.4% as compared to 2008. As a result the share
of exports to total exports has also decreased by 1.4
percentage points to 12.3% (see table 5.5).

Imports from the region were valued at 33,250 mln
ALL (252.7 mln EUR, 351.9 mln USD) having also
decreased by 19.2% (24.6% in EUR and 28.4% in
USD). Their share to total imports dropped by 1.7
percentage point, to 7.7% in 2009.

A closer look to the geographic characteristics of
trade within the region and its structure enables a
geographic and structural distribution of the
tendency showing which country and/or product
groups contributed more to this trend.

In a geographical perspective of trade flows within
the region no major shifts are to be observed.
Kosovo remains the main exporting partner for
Albania in 2009, accounting for 56.4% of total
exports, having experienced a 3% decline in exports.

While exports to Macedonia decreased only 4.3
percent as compared to 2008, the share of exports
from this country to total regional exports is 24.8%
and shows that this is the second most important
country in terms of regional exports. Exports to all
regional countries have recorded decreases in
absolute value, as you can observe in the table 5.1.
No major shifts in ranking result in imports from
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regional countries. Imports from the region are as
last year, mainly represented by Serbia which
accounts for 35.5% of total imports from the region
and 35% decrease in absolute value, and Macedonia,
which accounts for 29.7% of total imports and 14.1%
decrease in absolute value. Imports from most
regional countries have also experienced decreases
except imports from Montenegro and Kosovo,
registering 30.8% and 17.2% increase respectively,
in 2009.

The following graphs 5.17 and 5.18 show the overall
structure of exports to and imports from the region.
Exports to the region have experienced shifts in
shares and importance during 2009. Metals share
has decreased to 36.8 percent from 49 percent in
2008. Mainly because of this the shares of the two
other categories fuels and other minerals have
increased by 2.2 and 5.3 percentage points
respectively. Nevertheless exports of fuels have also
experiences decreases. In more concrete terms
exports of metals to the region decreased by 36.9%
to 4,175.4mln ALL. Exports of fuels decreased by
7.6% to 2,326.5mln ALL. In general, all main
categories of exports to the region have experienced
decreases. The most exported products account for
71.3 percent of total exports. Iron bars and roads are
placed first followed by Portland cement and
electrical energy. Even though electrical energy is a
new entry in the list, no major differences are
observed in the list of top exports. They reflect the
overall decrease tendency in absolute value. A more
detailed view is shown in graph 2.1 of Annex II.

The structure of imports from the region shown in
the graph 5.18 reflects also the large decrease in
value of flows from this region. In terms of shares,
imports of fuels, the main import category have
experienced a decrease in value and share by 61.8
percent and 20.1 percentage points respectively.
This, combined with a 19.1% increase in imports
of agricultural products from the region, has
shifted the ranking, placing agricultural products
first, in terms of share and value. It accounts now
for 23.4% of total imports from the region and a
7.4 percentage point increase in share, in 2009.
Imports of metals and products thereof have
decreased by 18.2% in 2009. Import flows of most
sectors have also experienced a decrease during
2009. The most imported products from the region
account for 41.6 percent of total imports where
electrical energy followed by scrap and iron bars
are ranked first. For a more detailed view refer to
table 2.2 Annex II.

5.3.1 Trade with Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Trade volume with Bosnia & Herzegovina reached
1,201 mln ALL (9,07 mln Euro, 12.8 mln USD), having
decreased by 19.6 percent in 2009. The trade deficit
was valued at 992.3 mln ALL having decrease by
11.4 percent. This was due to the decrease of flows
from sides, exports and imports, as you can observe
in graph 5.19. This has decreased the share and
therefore the importance of Bosnia & Herzegovina
to 0.2% of total trade flows of Albania. Exports to
Bosnia & Herzegovina dropped by 44.3 percent to
104.8mln ALL. Imports decreased also by 16.1%
to1097.1mln ALL. The import’s coverage ratio
decrease to 9.5 percent, in 2009.

Exports are mainly represented by leather and
footwear as shown in graph 5.20. The structure of
exports has not shifted as compared to last year but
the values of the most exported products have
experienced reduction. The most exported products
account for 88.2% of total exports to Bosnia &
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Herzegovina. Imports are a bit more dispersed,
representing a larger number of categories. Wood
and products thereof and agricultural products
account for the highest shares, 41.4% and 21.3
percent respectively, as shown in graph 5.21. The
most imported products account for 75.8% of total
imports, representing mainly the above mentioned
categories. Among the main imported products,
wood product imports the most important category
has experienced a decrease in value together with
other main imported items. Yet some other products
groups falling under agriculture products category
have experienced a further upward trend.
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5.3.2 Trade with Croatia

Trade with Croatia was valued at 4,782 mln ALL (36.5
mln ALL, 50.2 mln USD) during 2009. This value
confirms the downward tendency of trade flows with
all countries of the region. Trade with Croatia has
decreased by 11.8% in 2009 keeping the share of
trade flows to Croatia at the same level of last year;
1 percent of total trade flows. Both exports and
imports have contributed to this outcome. The trade
deficit has also shrunken by 9.8%. The import
coverage ratio remains low, only 2.5 percent, having
also decreased by 1.1 percentage points. Graph 5.22
shows dynamics of trade with Croatia during the
recent years.

Exports to Croatia were valued at 117.3 mln ALL
having decreased by 37.8 percent in 2009. They are
mainly represented by agricultural products and
footwear which account for 84.3 percent of total
exports. The most exported products account for
88.1% of total exports and are represented by product
groups from the above mentioned categories as
you can observe in table 3.7 of annex III. The main
exported products such as footwear upper parts and
fish products have experienced decreases even
though they have kept their ranking, nevertheless
other products falling under the minerals category
have disappeared from the top ten list.

Imports from Croatia reached 4,665 mln ALL having
decreased by 10.8% in 2009. Graph 5.24 shows the
structure of imports from Croatia in 2009. There
have been some shifts in shares as compared with
the previous year, mainly due to the severe
decreases of imports of metals whose share has
shrunken by 17.8 percentage points, while the value
by 77.7 percent and decreases of imports of mineral
products and machinery. This was combined with
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increases in other categories such as agricultural
products, with 46 percent, chemical products with
86.1 percent, an increase not strong enough to go
against the overall downward tendency of total
imports from Croatia. The top imported products
account for 51.3% of total imports and they reflect
the shifts in categories as well. The most imported
product wheat instead of butanes in 2008, accounts
for 16.5 percent of the total imports.

5.3.3 Trade with Kosovo

Trade volumes with Kosovo have experienced a
slight incline by 3.1% to 10,946 mln ALL (82.9
mln EUR, 116.0 mln USD). This is also observable
in the graph 5.25, which shows dynamics of trade
flows with Kosovo, in the recent years. The trade
balance even though reduced by 18.4% remains
positive with an imports coverage ratio of 191.8
percent, mainly due to the fact that exports were
slightly reduced while imports have increased
during 2009.

Trade flows with Kosovo account for only 2.0
percent of total trade flows of Albania, having
kept their share to total trade flows.

Exports were valued at 7,196 mln ALL having
decreased by only 2.9 percent in 2009. Graph 5.26
shows the structure of exports to Kosovo. The
most important category, remain metals products,
even though their share has decreased by 14.4
percentage points to 51.2 percent in 2009. Another
important category is minerals accounting for
26.9 percent of total exports, followed by
machinery and parts thereof, and accounting for
6.7 percent and chemical products. The most
exported products account for 77.3 percent of total
exports, while main exported items such as iron
bars and roads have experienced 23% decrease,
electric energy, a new entry on the top exported
products list, accounts for 11.8% of total exports.
For a more detailed view refer to table 3.9 Annex
III.

Imports from Kosovo were valued at 3,750 mln
ALL having increased by 17.3%. There are no
major changes in the structure of imports from
Kosovo as you can observe in graph 5.27. Among
the top imported products listed in table 3.10,
annex III, which account for 59.5% of total imports
fall products from, minerals, the machinery
category, but also leather and sunflower oil.
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5.3.4 Trade with Macedonia

Trade with Macedonia reached 13,027 mln ALL (98.8
mln EUR, 137.8 mln USD), having decreased by
11.9% in 2009. This was mainly due to the decrease
of import flows by 14.1% followed by a decrease of
exports by only 4.3 percent. As a result the trade
deficit was reduced by 18.1 percent to 6,701 mln
ALL. The import coverage ratio was 32.0%, having
increased in this case by 3.3 percentage points.
Macedonia accounts for 2.4 percent of total trade
flows of the country. Graph 5.28 shows dynamics of
trade with Macedonia from 2004.

Exports to Macedonia reached 3,162 mln ALL. Export
flows have kept the structure of the previous year,
experiencing only some shifts in importance.
Minerals share has increased by 5.7 percentage
points, while their value by 7.5%. Metals exports on
the other hand have decreased by 44.4%
contributing to a 10.8 percentage points lower share
in 2009. The top exported products account for 72.4
percent of total exports. They have mostly
experienced decreases during 2009, except most
mineral products, as you can observe in the table
3.11 of Annex III.

Imports from Macedonia were valued at 9,864 mln,
having decreased by 14.1% ALL in 2009. Nevertheless
the structure of imports shown in graph 5.30 has not
been affected severely since all important categories
of products in terms of imports to Albania have
experienced similar decreases in value and shares.
The most imported products from Macedonia
account for 42.2 percent of total imports and for a
similar ranking to 2008. The most imported product
group remains iron bars and rods, followed by
medicaments and cement. A more detailed version
is shown in table 3.12 of Annex III.

5.3.5 Trade with Serbia

Trade volume with Serbia was valued at 12,610 mln
ALL (95.9 mln EUR, 134.4 mln USD) having
decreased by 37.3 percent. Both exports and imports
have experienced decreases causing the trade deficit
to reduce by 32.1% to 10,981.9mln ALL. This has
contributed to a decreased share to total trade flows
of Albania, by 1.3 percentage points, which was
estimated 2.3 percent in 2009. It has also contributed
for a reduced import coverage ratio by 3.9
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percentage points, which vas valued at 6.9% in 2009.

Exports to Serbia reached 814.4 mln ALL, having
decreased by 58.6%. Graph 5.31 shows the structure
of exports to this country. Major shifts in shares by
categories are to be observed. Metal products’ share
has decreased by 45 percentage points, because the
value of exports of this product group, mainly
represented by iron bars and rods, has declined by
84.5%. This is contrasted to a certain extent by the
increase of exports of minerals by 25.6%. This
upward trend of the exports of this product group
combined with the decline in value of exports of
metals, has contributed to a 50% share of minerals
to total exports to Serbia. The top ten exported
products, which can be reviewed in table 3.13 of
Annex III, account for 95.6% of total export and fall
under the main export categories. Export of electric
energy accounts represents a new product in the
top ten exported list and accounts for 49.8% of total
exports to Serbia.

Imports from Serbia reached 11,796 mln ALL having
decreased by 35.0%. The structure of imports from
Serbia is shown in graph 5.32. The share of imports

of minerals has dropped by 33.2 percentage points
in 2009, while their absolute value by 63.9 percent.
This is mainly due to the decrease of imports of
electrical energy, which remains listed as the main
imported product from Serbia, accounting for 41.7%
of total imports, despite the strong decline. Imports
of other products from the top ten list have
experienced increases in values and shares as you
can observe in table 3.14 of Annex III.

5.3.6 Trade with Montenegro

Trade with Montenegro reached 3,410 mln ALL (25.8
mln EUR, 36.0 mln USD) having experienced a
decrease of 12.4% as compared to 2008. This
downward tendency came mainly due to the
decrease of exports to this country. This has
contributed to a shift from a trade surplus to a trade
deficit, which summed up to 672.8 mln ALL shifting
the import’s coverage ratio from 149.3% to 67.0%.

Exports to Montenegro reached 1,368 mln ALL
experiencing a 41.3% decrease in 2009. Graph 5.33
shows the structure of exports to Montenegro where
no major shifts in importance as compared to the
previous year, are observed. This is because most
products we export to Montenegro that fall under
the main categories have experienced decreases.
So metal products have decreased by 40.1%, while
minerals by 47.6%. The most exported products
such as Portland cement, propane, iron bars and
rods represent these two categories, accounting for
80.9% of total exports. A more detailed overview is
given in table 3.15 of Annex III.

Imports from Montenegro reached 2,041 mln ALL
having increased by 30.8% in 2009. The structure of
imports from Montenegro is given in graph 5.34.
Among the shifts observable in the structure of
imports as compared to the previous year, the
decrease in share of metal products by 12.6
percentage points appears to be the largest due to
the decrease in value by 28.4% Nevertheless the
decrease of imports of some categories such as
metals, plastics (-30.3%) has been amortized by
the higher pace of growth of imports of other
categories such as agriculture products (37.6%
increase) chemical products ( 662.6% increase) etc.
Table 3.16 of Annex III shows the list of most
imported products, which account for 63.4% of total
imports.
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5.4 Albania’s trade with other
selected countries

5.4.1 Trade with USA

Trade volumes with USA reached 6,812.7 mln ALL
(51.9 mln EUR, 72.4 mln USD) having increased by
44.6% in 2009. This growth was due to the increase
of both trade flow directions: exports and imports.
The trade deficit reached 5,123 mln ALL, having
experienced an increase of 32.6% as compared to
2008. Even though the trade deficit has increased,
the exports grew with a higher pace than imports,
accounting for a higher imports’ coverage ratio than
last year’s. The latter was 14.1% or 4.2 percentage
points higher than last year.

Exports to the USA amounted at 844.75mln ALL
having almost doubled or increased by 98.9% in
2009. Next to the main category of exports,
represented by agricultural products finds place
another category represented by footwear products.
The graph 5.36 shows a reduced share of agricultural
products by 21.4% as compared to the previous year
even though exports of this category have increased
by 44.0%. This growth is accompanied by the first
exports of footwear products which account
suddenly for 28.9% of total exports.

Most exported products account for 93.3% of total
exports and as shown in table 4.1 of Annex IV,
include medicinal herbs and footwear parts, in the
first place.

Imports from the USA reached 5,697 mln ALL,
having increased by 39.2%. Three major categories
of imports from USA are machinery, agricultural
products and metals accounting respectively for
42.6%, 31.5% and 16.3% of total imports respectively.
The most imported products  such as frozen
chicken, other meat, steel products, shown in table
4.2 of Annex IV account for 67.7% of total imports
and fall under these categories.

5.4.2 Trade with China

Trade volumes with China were valued at 26,841
mln ALL (203.6 mln EUR, 283.3 mln USD) having
experienced 1.6 percent decrease. Despite the
decrease in absolute values the share of trade
volumes with China has remained 5 percent in 2009
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as well. The decrease in trade volumes is only due
to the decrease of the value of imports, while exports
have increased further. This has contributed for a
reduction of the trade deficit by 19.1 percent, to
17,015.36mln ALL and for an import’s coverage ratio
of 22.4% or 9.5 percentage points higher than 2009.

Exports to China reached 4,913 mln ALL having
increased by 57.3 percent in 2009. Exports are highly
concentrated, represented mainly by mineral
products which account for 99.2% of total exports
this year, as shown in graph 5.39. Even though
exports of metals accounting for 9% of total exports
in 2008 have disappeared from the pie facing a 100%
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reduction, the exports of minerals have increased
vigorously on the other hand, accounting for a 72.8%
increase in 2009. The main exported products to
China as the table 4.3 of Annex IV shows, are
chromium ores and cooper ores accounting
respectively for 71.6% and 27.3 percent of total
exports.

Imports from China were valued at 21,928 mln ALL,
having decreased by 9.2 percent in 2009. The graph
5.40 shows the structure of imports from China
whereat the most important category remains
machinery and parts thereof. The second most
important category, metals, has experienced a
decrease in its share to total imports, by 12.1
percentage points and a decrease of 58.4% in
absolute value in 2009. The most imported products
from China include machinery parts, footwear and
furniture. Since imports are highly dispersed they
account only for 26.7% of total imports. Noticeable
is the reduction disappearance of iron and steel
structures which accounted for 8.7% of total imports
in 2008, from the top ten imported list. For a more
detailed overview of most imported products refer
to table 4.4 of annex IV.

5.4.3 Trade with Russia

Trade flows with Russia dropped to 6,958.9 mln ALL
(52.6 mln EUR, 73.8 mln USD) during 2009 having
experienced a decrease of 62.6%. This came as a
result of the reduction of both trade flow directions,
exports and imports. The trade deficit was reduced
to 6,939.1mln ALL, having decreased by 56.9%. The
stronger decline of exports than imports,
contributed to a reduced imports’ coverage ratio by
7.1 percentage points, to 0.1%. Trade flows with
Russia account for 1.3% of total trade flows of
Albania and for 2 percentage points decrease in share
as compared to last year. Trade dynamics with Russia
are shown in 5.41.

Exports to Russia were totally reduced catching
values near 0. Exports amounted at 9.9 mln ALL,
having experienced 99.2 percent reduction in 2009.
This is mainly due to the discontinuation of exports
of chromium ore to Russia which were reduced to
0.1 mln ALL from 1,219.32 in 2008. Table 4.5 of Annex
IV shows a list of the remaining few products
exported to Russia. The high concentration of
exports flow in one product has results with high
negative impacts to the overall exports to Russia in
2009.
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Imports from Russia were also reduced to 6,949
mln ALL from 17,334 in 2008, having experienced
59.9 percent decrease in 2009. Mineral and
agricultural products remain the most important
categories. Even though both minerals and
agricultural products have experienced decreases
of 74.6% and 34.8% respectively the share of mineral
products has decreased by 23.6 percentage points
while the share of agricultural products has
increased by 15.3 percentage points, this because
the decrease of imports of mineral products in
absolute value was much larger. This becomes
obvious also in table 4.6 of Annex IV, which shows
the list of top ten imported products from Russia,
which account for 92.1% of total imports.

5.4.4 Trade with Turkey

Trade volumes with Turkey reached 30,439 mln ALL
(231.5 mln EUR, 320.3 mln USD), having increased
by 1.8 percent. Turkey is one of the few constant
trade partners experiencing an overall increase in
trade flows and keeping a constant share of 5.7% to
total trade flows. The increase in trade flows is
supported only by the increase of imports from
Turkey, while exports have experienced a reduction.
This has increased the trade deficit by 13.7%, which
amounted at 29,307 mln ALL. This fact has also
contributed to the reduction of the imports’ coverage
ratio by 5.5 percentage points.

Exports to Turkey were valued at 566 mln ALL having
experienced a decrease of 72.5% in 2009. The
structure of exports to Turkey given in graph 5.44
shows a reduced share of exports of mineral
products by 11.5 percentage points, of metal
products by 17.6 percentage points and an increased
share of other categories such as agricultural
products by 16.8 percentage points, machinery and
their parts by 8.5 percentage points and leather
products by 2.6 percentage points. These shifts in
shares are mostly related to the largest decreases in
absolute value of exports of main categories (metals
90.5% decrease, minerals 79.2% decrease) than to
reductions in export flows of the other categories,
since almost all have experienced reductions in
absolute value. A more detailed overview of most
exported products to Turkey is given in Table 4.7 of
Annex IV.

Imports from Turkey on the other hand reached
29,873 having increased by 7 .3  percent,
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accounting for 6.9% of total imports to Albania.
They are represented by a large number of
categories as shown in graph 5.45 and which are
almost the same categories as last year. Metals
account for 30.8% of total imports and an increase
by 5.1 percentage points of share, machinery
accounting for 16.7% of total imports and a
decrease of 0.3 percentage points, textiles

accounting for 12.8% of total import exactly as
last year, together with agricultural products whose
share has decreased by 1.2 percentage point.
These categories contribute for the largest share
of imports from Turkey. Half of the top imported
products listed in table 4.8 of Annex IV have
experienced growth while half reduction of their
absolute values.
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Integration Processes and Trade-Related
Institutional Developments

VI

The economic and trade integration processes -
multilateral, European and regional ones - were
intensified during the year 2009. The most important
event was the coming into force of the Stabilization
and Association Agreement (SAA) between Albania
and the EU, on April 1st, after the conclusion of the
ratification process by the parliaments of the EU
member states. Until that date Albania’s economic
and trade integration processes into the EU were
promoted and regulated by the Interim Agreement.
Trade liberalization and integration processes
continued also under the frame of the CEFTA
agreement with the countries of the region. Other
agreements, including bilateral ones, have also
played an important role. The multilateral dimension
of trade and economic integration of the country is
developed through fulfilling the obligations deriving
from the WTO country’s membership. The regional
agreements also contribute to this dimension,
particularly the SAA.

6.1 Developments under the WTO
membership commitments

Beside the import tariffs liberalization according to
the approved schedule since the date of
membership into the WTO, the obligations and
commitments toward the WTO play an important
role in the country’s institutional reformation and
developments. Each year (including 2009) fiscal
packages take into consideration the scheduled
tariff liberalization. In addition, all the laws and
regulatory framework approved each year should
respect the obligations toward the WTO.

In this regard, some policy measures taken in the
last years, not in compliance with the WTO principles
and requirements, such as the negative
discrimination of fuel importing companies against
the national fuel producing one; the discrimination
of domestic against foreign companies in the
typography sector; and the imposition of import

taxes on used cars, were corrected by the end of
2009 - beginning of 2010.

The institutions responsible for fulfilling and
abiding by the WTO principles and obligations are
being paid a special attention on trade in services,
intel lectual property rights, and also the
preparations for the country’s accession into the
WTO public procurement. Albania continues to give
its contribution in the Doha Round negotiations,
being positioned in the group of Recently Acceding
Countries and still having the status of SVE (Small
Vulnerable Economies). Albania was represented
in the WTO Ministerial Conference in November
2009, re-expressing there the engagement to fulfill
the WTO obligations.

The role of the WTO and the benefits of conforming
to the WTO principles, requirements and
obligations, are augmented in face of the current
crisis and the ongoing rebound. The WTO has played
an important role in avoiding protectionism during
the crisis. In economic analyses of the world
economic crisis and the post-crisis situation,
protectionism was considered as a factor little
apparent in the abrupt contraction in goods and
services trade during 2008-0912 . The WTO estimates
that ‘less than 1 percent of global trade has been
subjected to new protectionism measures since the
crisis began’13 . Only several countries have raised
tariffs on some narrow product categories, and only
a few ones have imposed rather widespread
increases of tariffs. Many developing countries have
not used even the ‘empty room’ provided by WTO
tariff ceilings, being conscious about the resulting
costs.

Despite factors like extensive global supply networks
and foreign direct investments and the awareness
by leaders of Group of 20, by IMF, economists and
policymakers, WTO played an important role through
an extensive monitoring process. Furthermore,
given that about 99 percent of import tariffs are
specified ad valorem terms, tariff payments result

12 Crhistian Henn and Brad McDonald: “Avoiding Protectionism”, Finance and Development, March 2010
13 WTO, 2009, “Overview of Development in the International Trading Environment” (Geneva, November)



A L B A N I A  2 0 0 9 T R A D E  R E P O R T

56

positively related with import prices, reducing thus
the negative influence of the tariff.

Nonetheless, the pressure and risk of protectionism
is still present, and may even increase during 2010
due to the high level of unemployment in advanced
economies. So the regulatory role of the IMF
becomes of paramount importance, beside its role
in improving market access-an important
component of the Doha Round of negotiations. The
General Director of the WTO declares that if the
launching of Doha Development Round had a
geopolitical sense, today it is economically
imperative to conclude it.14

14 P. Lamy speach to the European Policy Centre in Brussels, 24 february 2010.

6.2 Developments under the Interim
Agreement with the EU

The Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA)
signed by European Community (EC) and Albania
in June 2006 was ratified by all member states of
the community and entered into force in April 2009.

The Interim Agreement, which is the part of the
SAA covering trade relations between Albania and
European community entered into force on
December 2006. The agreement foresees the
creation of an almost free trade area between Albania
and EC countries. The full tariff liberalization from
the Albanian part will be completed by end of 2011,
while European community has fully liberalized
almost all tariff lines with the entry into force of the
agreement in December 2006 with exception of
some agriculture products which are under
protective measures.

The tariff liberalization from the Albanian part in
line with the Interim Agreement will be
accomplished fully in year 2011. The weighted
average tariff for imports from EU by tariff lines will
become 0.9% by then and reached the average
import tariff 1.3% in 2009. Nevertheless, the most
drastic tariff reduction took place with the entry
into force of the Interim Agreement in 2006 when
all industrial products tariffs and the agricultural
products part of the liberalization scheme, were
reduced to 0, apart from a series of mainly
agricultural products but also some industrial
products that were considered sensitive. For this
group of products a scheduled reduction is been

carried out till 2010. This year, the import tariff of
industrial products originated in the European Union,
that fall under the scheduled reduction was reduced
to 20% of the basic duty, while the tariff for
agricultural goods to 40% of the basic duty.

The following tables show the liberalization schedule
for Albanian originating products exported to EC
and the liberalization schedule for EC-originating
products imported to Albania

Albania schedule of tariff liberalization is
compounded of the following items:

a. Industrial products – most of the tariff lines
are at duty free rates, while some protection
through scaled reduction in tariffs is included
in the agreement for items as consumable salt,
cement, some fuels category, tiles, used tires,
construction steel and wooden furniture. For
these items (included in Annex 1 of the
agreement) in 2008 a 40% reduction of the
MFN rate has taken place.

b. Agriculture products – the set of sensitive
agriculture products that are offered some
protection through a gradual tariff reduction
or a combination with quotas and tariff
protection, under the assumption that increase
competitiveness of the sector in through time
would help domestic production to cope with
the competitive pressure coming from
European agriculture production.

Compliance with the technical standards remains
one of the largest factors impeding the expansion
of trade with the EU, which has always been the
largest partner of Albania. Reaching these standards
would help in the growth of trade volumes and
deepen trade relations by joining more sophisticated
value chains.

For Albanian-originating products exported to the
EC:

(i) Industrial products: all duty free upon entering
into force of the Agreement (01.12.2006)

(ii) Agricultural products: tariff liberalization
according to the table 6.1:
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Table 6.1: Tariff liberalization of agriculture products exported to the EU
CN code Reference  Description Status in the IA 
0102, 0201 and 0202 Paragraph 1 of Article 

27 of IA 
Baby-beef and bovine 
meat 

MFN treatment 

07 and 08 Paragraph 1 of Article 
27 of IA 

Vegetables and fruits Only ad valorem duty is waived, while specific 
duty remains in force 

1701 and 1702 Paragraph 1 of Article 
27 of IA 

Sugar  Tariff quota of 1,000 tons 

220410 and 220421 Annex I of Protocol 3 
of IA, p    

Wine sector: Quality 
sparkling wine and 
Wine of fresh grapes 

Exempted from duty within the quantity of 
5,000 hl 

220429 Annex I of Protocol 3 
of IA, p    

Wine sector: Wine of 
fresh grapes 

Exempted from duty within the quantity of 
2,000 hl 

CN codes of trout, 
carp, sea bream and 
sea bass from chapter 
03 
16041311 
16041319 
16042050 
160416 
16042040 

Annex III of IA, p   Fishery: trout, carp, 
sea bream, sea bass, 
sardines, anchovies 

Duty free within 50 tons quota for trout  
Duty free within 20 tons quota for carp 
Duty free within 20 t quota for sea bream  
Duty free within 20 t quota for sea bass 
(reduction scale over quota for the above) 
6% of MFN for 100 tons of quota for sardines 
(MFN over quota) 
Duty free 1,000 tons of quota for anchovies 
with increasing quota next year up to 1,600 
tons 

All agricultural products not mentioned above Duty free  
 

Table 6.2: Tariff liberalization of agriculture products exported to the Albania
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6.3 Developments under CEFTA
Agreement

Since 2001 the countries of the region negotiated
and ratified a network of 32 bilateral FTAs, under the
guidance of the Stability Pact. The idea and the first
efforts to convert them into a single FTA dated
immediately after the first bilateral FTAs entered into
force and started to bear fruits. This however was
feasible only after the new political conditions were
created. The process was completed late in 2007.

Indeed, an Enlarged and Amended Central European
Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA 2006), establishing
a free trade area among the participant parties, was
signed on 19.12.2006 in Bucharest, but entered into
force for all parties, on 21.11.2007. The main
objectives of this comprehensive Agreement are,
the expansion of trade in goods and services and
foster investment by means of fair, stable and
predictable rules; eliminate barriers to trade between
the Parties; provide appropriate protection of
intellectual property rights in accordance with
international standards; and harmonize provisions
on modern trade policy issues, such as competition
rules and state aid. It also provides for clear and
effective procedures for dispute settlement as well
as gradual establishment of the EU -Western Balkan
countries zone of diagonal cumulation of origin.

The Agreement fully conforms to the WTO rules
and procedures and EU regulations. Effectively
implemented, the Agreement provides an excellent
framework for the Parties to prepare for EU
accession, in accordance with the Thessaloniki
Agenda and Declaration of June 2003.

CEFTA STRUCTURE INCLUDES

Joint Committee: This is the governing body
(Article 40 of the Agreement), composed of
representatives of each party to the Agreement. Its
main function is to supervise and administer the
implementation of the Agreement. The Joint
Committee meets regularly, at least once a year and
make decisions by consensus. The Joint Committee
is chaired by one of the parties and this function
revolves on an annual basis. The Chair in Office for
2009 was Montenegro which will be followed by
Serbia in 2009.

Sub-committees: These are established by the
Joint Committee (in accordance with Article 41.5 to
the Agreement) to support the implementation of
the agreement. To this date three Subcommittees
have been established: on Agriculture including
Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary Issues, on Customs and
Rules of Origin and on Technical Barriers to Trade
and Non-Tariff Barriers.

CEFTA Secretariat is a professional body established
according to Article 40.2 of CEFTA. The Secretariat
became operational with the recruitment of the
Director and its staff in September 2008, which
followed the signing of a headquarters agreement
with the Belgian authorities and the finalization of
financing agreements/contracts with the CEFTA
Parties, the European Commission and other
donors. The Secretariat supports the rotating
chairmanship in implementing the agreement. For
the first three years, it will be hosted by the EFTA
Secretariat in Brussels. CEFTA Parties will decide
about its future location under the Montenegro
chairmanship CEFTA underwent clear strategic
priorities as underlined in the Article 1, Annex 1 of
the Agreement on Amendment of and Accession
to the Central European Free Trade Agreement,
which include:

a) further liberalization in the agricultural sector;

b) launching of negotiations for conclusion of
agreements on harmonization and mutual
recognition of sanitary and phyto-sanitary
measures;

c) launching of negotiation with the view to
concluding plurateral agreements on
harmonization of technical regulations and

For EC-originating products exported to Albania:

1. industrial products: all duty free, except some
products such as salt, Portland cement, some
fuel categories, some cosmetics and
detergents, some plastics, some footwear,
fuels, tiles, used tires, construction steel,
wooden furniture, which will be reduced
through a reduction scale in the lifespan of 5
years.15

2. agriculture products: tariff liberalization
according to the table 6.2:

15 80% of MFN duty upon entry into force, 60% of MFN duty in the first year, 40% of MFN duty in the second year,
20% in the third year, 10% in the fourth year, duty free in the fifth year
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standards and mutual recognition of
conformity assessment procedures;

d) application of the diagonal cumulation of
origin in the CEFTA region;

e) alignment of methodologies in trade statistics
in order to improve data quality, thus facilitating
communication and cooperation among the
Parties.

The program formulation was followed by meetings
covering priority topics of the 2009 Montenegro
Chairmanship program.

T he  f i rs t  fo rm a l  m e e t i n g  foc u s i n g  on
Agricultural  Trade, under the Montenegro
Chairmanship, was held on May 7th 2009. In line
with the provisions of the Article 10 Para 3 of the
Annex 1 to the Agreement on Amendment of and
Accession to the Central European Free Trade
Agreement (CEFTA 2006) by 1 of May 2009
Parties explored the possibilities of granting each
other further concessions in agricultural trade.
After two rounds of bilateral consultations/
negotiations held in the period January-April 2009
considerable further liberalisation of agricultural
trade was agreed between the Parties.  Future
activities of all CEFTA Parties were targeting the
objective to apply new concessions as of 1
January 2010.

Another importat event was the third CEFTA
Joint Committee  Meeting  under the
Chairmanship of Montenegro, supported by the
Ministry of Economy held on 29 October in
Podgorica. The main items on the Agenda was the
implementation of the CEFTA with special emphasis
on the implementation of the Chairmanship
Program in 2009, functioning of the CEFTA
Structures, open issues and announcement of the
Serbian Chairmanship Program for 2010.It is
envisaged that the initialing of the Additional
Protocol and Annex 3 on agriculture products
liberalization, was to be followed by the signing of
these documents. This signing represents the final
step towards accomplishing of one of the most
important priorities set by the Montenegrin
Chairmanship.

The “CEFTA Week”, a series of promotional
events, workshops and seminars supported by,
among others, OECD, World Bank, European
Commission and EBRD was another important

activity especially for the visibility and popularity of
this important regional FTA to different players and
other non decission makers, held on October 27th

and 28th .

The Workshop on Implementation and
Potential Effects of SAP+ Cumulation took
place in Beèiæi, Montenegro during 6-8th of October.
The Workshop was organized by the Centre for
European Perspective (CEP) in cooperation with
CEFTA Presidency - Montenegro and CEFTA
Secretariat. The workshop was attended by 24 legal
and customs experts from EU, EFTA and Western
Balkans as well as decision-makers from ministries
from Western Balkan countries, responsible for
foreign economic relations. At the Workshop
different systems of cumulation of origin were
compared and their implications were presented
with practical examples. The Workshop focused on
steps for operationalisation of SAP cumulation and
possible technical solutions for the introduction of
SAP+ cumulation (i.e. the inclusion of the Western
Balkan countries in the Pan-European cumulation
system between EU, EFTA and Turkey). Parties
representatives agreed that CEFTA will cooperate
with Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) in order
to implement the SAP+ cumulation as soon as
possible. The process will be strongly supported by
the Republic of Slovenia and Centre for European
Perspective (CEP).

O n 4  De c e mbe r  2 0 0 9 a  CE F TA Pr im e
Ministers Summit was held in Montenegro. A
special accent was given to regional cooperation
strategies to overcome the economic crisis.
CEFTA 2006 continued the tradition of holding
periodically a meeting of Prime Ministers from
the Parties to highlight a particular achievement
or commitment and to reiterate the Parties’
dedication to ensuring the full implementation
of the Agreement in line with their EU and WTO
obligations. Under this engagement the Summit
of the Prime Ministers of CEFTA was held also to
review progress and implementation of the
regional agreement.

6.4 Main legal acts related to trade

During 2009, a significant number of laws have been
enacted and other legal acts influencing trade,
international economic relations, business and
investment climate as well as domestic market.
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Laws and legal acts affecting trade
directly.
The focal point of the 2009 legal framework was
that almost half of laws and acts enacted are laws
and directives that affect directly custom duty,
custom code and tax system.

A significant number of laws and decisions enacted
had an impact on taxation matters with the aim to
create regulation and procedures for the
administration of tax obligations as well as to bring
together and establish up to date standards that
guarantee fair competition as well as equal and
neutral treatment

Changes to the custom duties are announced in:

- Law no.1098, date 11.03.2009 as regards a
change to the law no 9981 date 08.09.2008 «
On the approval of custom tariffs’ levels »
changed

- CMD no.307, date 25.03.2009 and CMD
no.873, date 12.8.2009  -For some additions
and changes in CMD no.205, date 13.4.99 «
For the approval of implementing provision of
the custom code in the Republic of Albania »
changed

- Law no.1263, date 23.12.2009 “For the approval
and official publication of the harmonized
commodity nomenclature, 2010

Some new changes and approvals occurred to the
tax system:

- Directive of MF no.37, date 1.9 2009 For some
additions and changes in directive no. 24 dt
2.9.2008 “For tax procedures in the Republic
of Albania”

- Law no.10148, date 28.9.2009 and Law
no.10209, date 23.12.2009 - For an addition in
Law no. 9920 dt 19.5. 2008 “For the tax
procedures in the Republic of Albania”

Changes and additions about local and national
taxes

About national taxes:

- Law no.10145, date 28.09.2009  and law
no.10131, date 11.05.2009 and law no.10065,
date 20.01.2009- For some changes in Law no
9975, 28.7 2008 “on national taxes”

About local taxes:

- Law no. 10117, date 23.4.2009  and  Law
no.10073, date 9.2.2009-  On some changes
and additions  in the Law no. 9632, date
30.10.2006 “For the local taxes system”
changed

Different taxes, such as the income tax and the value
added tax (VAT), have been subject to change as
reflected in the laws and decisions below:

- Law no. 10072 date 9.2.2009 -For some
changes and additions in the law nr 8438 dt
28.12.98 “”On income tax” changed

- Law no.10068 date 2.2.2009 and Law no. 10144
date 28.9.2009 -For an addition and change in
the law no 7928, date 27.4.95 “On value added
tax” changed.

- Directive of MF no.30, date 12.5.2009 and no.44
date 17.11.2009-  For some additions and
changes in the directive no.17 dt 13.5.2008 “On
value added tax” changed.

Laws about excises:

- Law no. 10067 date 2.2.2009  and Law no 10147
date 28.9.2009  For a change in Law no. 8976
dt 12.12.2002 “For excises” changed

- Directive of MF no.22 date 2.3.2009  and no 31
date 26.5.2009 -For a change in the directive
no.7 date 16.6.2003 “For excises” changed

Laws and directives about social security
contribution:

- Law no.10070, date 5.2.2009 -For some
changes in law nr 7703 dt 11.5 1993: for Social
security in the Republic of Albania” changed

- Directive of MF no.26, date 16.4.2009 -On the
accumulation of obligatory social and health
security contributions

Laws and other legal acts affecting
international economic relations
Several laws and legal acts concern the ratification
of agreements between Albania and other countries
or the compliance of Albania in international
conventions with the intention of providing
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facilitating conditions or implementing correct
procedures for trade development.

Such laws include ratification of the agreement
between the Council of Ministers (CM) of the
Republic of Albania and the government of
Montenegro on scientific and technological
collaboration (CMD no.40 date 14.1.2009) and
approving in principle the agreement between the
CM of the Republic of Albania and the government
of Croatia, as regards the agreement changes on
economic relations between the CM of the Republic
of Albania and the Croatian government (CMD no.81
date 27.1.2009)

Some laws are enacted in order to facilitate
international trade:

- So, the Law no.10070 date 16.2.2009 “ For the
adheration of the Republic of Albania in the
convent for temporary permission, held in
Stamboll on July 26, 1990”

- Law no.10092 date 9.3.2009 “For the
adheration of the Republic of Albania in the
United Nations Convention “For the contracts
on international selling of goods”

- Law no.10199 date 17.12.2009 “For the
ratification of “the additional Protocol 2” on
defining the concept of “originated products”
and economic cooperation methods”, which
replaces the protocol of the same number of
the free trade agreement between Republic of
Albania and the Republic of Turkey”.

Another area remains the Laws that influence the
business climate with scope to improving and
offering facilitating conditions on the taxes and
tariffs subject, or laws of non-tariff nature to regulate
the market process

- CMD no.63 date 21.1.2009  Regarding
contracts outside trade centers

- CMD no. 65 date21.1.2009 Regarding in
distance contracts

- CMD no.66 date 21.1.2009 Regarding the
contracts of travel packages

- Law no. 10128 date On electronical trade

- Directive of MF & MPATT no.3058/3 date
2.4.2009 On defining service tariffs of the port
authority in Durres.

- Law no.10081 date 23.2.2009 For licenses,
authorizations and permissions in the Republic
of Albania.

During 2009, another aspect is the issue of decision
supporting the law “For concessions” for the
creation of industrial parks in main districts of the
country such as CMD no 628, date 11.06.2009 “For
declaring an “Economic zone” in Vlora.

An important sphere remains the consumers’
protection and safety:

CMD no 789, date 22.7.2009 “On notifications in
implementing of the agreements for trade technical
barriers as well as sanitary and phytosanitary
measures of WTO.
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Annex 1
Most exported and imported products with the EU and regional countries
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Annex 2
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Annex 3
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Annex 4
Most exported and imported products with other selected countries
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Annex 5



A L B A N I A  2 0 0 9 T R A D E  R E P O R T

78



Albanian Centre  for Competit iveness  and Internat ional Trade   ( A C I T )

79



A L B A N I A  2 0 0 9 T R A D E  R E P O R T

80





ACIT  at a glance

ACIT was initially established in 2002 as a 
project of USAID and performed under this 
status for more than six years. 

In June 2008, it was legaly registered as an 
independent Non-for-Profit organization 
named “Albanian Centre for Competitiveness 
and International Trade (ACIT)” (Tirana’s Court 
Decision No. 473, Date 19 June, 2008), keeping 
the same profile as its antecedent  program, 
namely:
“..thoroughly assessment of the business and 
export growth factors in Albania, the 
identification of the barriers and “bottlenecks” 
and exploring the sound tools, practices and 
policy-mixes, for addressing them, with the 
main goal to assist both, the private business 
and the decision makers, in their endeavor for 
increasing the trade performance and ensuring 
sustainable export growth at both, firm and 
e c o n o m y  l e v e l ,  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  

1competitiveness at all its dimensions..” .

The main objective of ACIT is to assist both, the 
private business and the decision making 
bodies, in their efforts for increasing the trade 
performance and ensuring sustainable export 
growth at both, firm and economy level, 
through improved competitiveness at all its 
dimensions.

ACIT services and expertise are extended to 

specific interest groups primarily the SMS but 

also the media and public at large, thus 

creating the necessary awareness and 

promoting the participation and informed 

debate on the effective policies and 

management issues. 

Providing up-to-date and filtered economic 

information, performing quality research work 

especially regarding trade and 

competitiveness related issues, facilitating 

policy forums on these subjects, and 

undertaking capacity building activities, are 

the main areas of ACIT’s competency and 

expertise. 
Promoting the regional cooperation, 
strengthening of the managerial capacities 
and factorial potential of Albanian firms, 
creation of a business-friendly policy and 
regulatory environment, etc., are also key 
directions of ACIT’s mission 

Obviously, areas like assessing the business 
and investment climate, facilitating the 
regulatory framework, monitoring its correct 
implementation, capacity building, and 
increasing the informed participation of all the 
interested and/or affected stakeholders to the 
reform processes, etc. seem to be closer to 
ACIT’s current program and experience. But 
also activities related to anticorruption, e-
government etc. are directions where ACIT 
could bring valuable contribution. 

Albanian Centre for Competitiveness and 
International Trade (ACIT)

Rr. “Dëshmorët e 4 Shkurtit”
Pallati Leskova, Kati 6, Ap. 28, Tirana, Albania
Tel” +355 422 714 86
E-mail: acit@acit-al.org 
www.acit-al.org ; www.ftdb.acit-al.info
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